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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

1
st
 January 2018 Happy New Year ! 

6
th

 January Roma : Antwerp Symphony Ochestra : New Year concert 

14
th

 January  ABCA : new year brunch at d’Aa Toert 

15
th
 January  RBL New Year reception 

27-28 Jan BATS pantomime: tickets Bats 

31
st
 January ABCA : New Year drinks at the Highlander 

  

 
Advance Notice: 
 

16
th

 February ABCA Cheese and Wine party 

  

18
th

 March  ABCA : Visit to Havenshuis 

 
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 

 
Printed by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 
2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 
Dear Members, 
 
With warmest wishes for a happy and healthy 2018 ! 
 
To those of  you  who are sick or in hospital - get well soon.   If you’d like a visit or just  
a phone call from our Benevolent team please get in touch with a committee member.      
 
This month please give a thought to possible recipients for our charitable donations later 
on in the year.  This is about your money so let's hear from you !        
 
And last but not least,  come along to both the New Year Brunch on 14th  and the Open 
Evening at the Highlander on the 31st and toast in the New Year once more. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
 

Mary Ann Marinus 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the month 
 

Happiness isn’t getting all you want.   It’s enjoying all you have. 
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Membership matters 
 

 
 

R.I.P 
 

 
 
It is with great sadness  that we announce the death of long-time ABCA member, Louisa 
McColgan, who passed away at the beginning of December.   We extend our deepest 
condolences to her family and friends. She will be missed at our lunches and other 
events, where she was a regular attendee until quite recently. We were glad to be able to 
celebrate her 95th birthday shortly before she died. 
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Subscriptions reminder 
 

The subscription for 2018 is due from the 1st of January. If you have already paid, you 
may ignore this message, otherwise: 

 
Single subscription:   €20 
Double (2 at same address): €34 
 
Please transfer to the ABCA bank account BE11 2200 3243 8048 

 
 

Subscriptions paid 
to 22nd December 

 
Claire Blackford 

Marcel Brems 

Bill & Jill Burgum-Barnard 

Mark Coenen 

Jackie & Bob Cools-Braem 

John Dashwood 

Suzanne & Rod Finucane-Margretts 

Alastair & Claire Mackay-Celen 

Don Margretts 

Magdalena Meeues 

Diane Reiners 

Annie Van Daele 

Jack Van Sprang 

Fred & Gonda Vennen-Bal 
 
Please let me (Margaret) know if you think you have paid, but are not on the list. 
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New Year’s Brunch at D’Aa Toert 

 

 
 
 
Once again the ABCA New Year’s Brunch will be held at the very popular D’Aa Toert. 
 
To celebrate the New Year we’ll kick off with a glass of cava first before tucking in to 
the tasty dishes on offer. 
 
Address: D’Aa Toert, Oude Beurs 46, 2000 Antwerp (just behind the Grote Markt 
within easy distance of public transport). 
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2018 
Time: 11:30 to 14:30 
 
Cost is a moderate 20€ per person for members and €22 for non-members and we hope 
to see everybody there for the first get-together of 2018. Receipt of payment confirms 
your booking. Remember to phone Mary Ann on 0486 646941 – pm only, to check 
availability. Bank account number BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
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Letter from the British Ambassador 
I am writing to update you on the agreement reached between the UK and the European Union on 15 
December, which aims to safeguard the rights British citizens already living in the EU have after the UK leaves 
the European Union. This is a significant step towards ensuring that you will be able to stay and live in Belgium 
as you do now. Drafting of the final Withdrawal Agreement which will legally enshrine this agreement on 
citizens’ rights will start in early 2018. For those who would like more detail you may wish to look at: 

- The agreement:   
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-report-on-progress-during-phase-1-of-negotiations-under-
article-50-teu-on-the-uks-orderly-withdrawal-from-the-eu 

- The final version of the table on citizens’ rights issues agreed by the Commission and the UK:  
(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665871/December_-
_Joint_technical_note_on_the_comparison_of_EU-UK_positions_on_citizens__rights.pdf) 
 
This agreement protects the right of UK nationals in the EU to stay in the country in which they are residing at 
the time of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU on 29 March 2019.  We have sought to secure the rights of all UK 
nationals living lawfully across the Member States, no matter where they work. I refer to such nationals below as 
‘protected UK nationals.’  Protected status will allow protected UK nationals the same access as Belgian 
nationals to education, benefits, and jobs. Children born before or after the UK’s exit from the EU to protected 
UK nationals will enjoy the same protections as their parents. Families who have built their lives together in the 
EU will be able to stay together. Partners, children and elderly parents of protected UK nationals, who live in a 
different country when the UK leaves the EU, will be able to reunite as a family, in the host EU Member State, 
at any time in the future. We are talking to the Belgian authorities about whether they think any other process, in 
addition to the existing ID card system, will be necessary in Belgium for UK nationals to assure their right to 
settled status. Protected individuals can be out of Belgium for up to 5 years without losing their protected status. 
This will protect, for example, children returning to the UK for further or higher education. 
 
The UK and the EU27 will continue to aggregate social security contributions made both before and after exit, 
meaning UK nationals who have paid into the system of an EU27 country, and may make such payments in 
future, will have their contributions protected, wherever in the EU they are now living. The right to export 
benefits to EU Member States will continue, as under the current EU rules.  
The UK will continue to pay an uprated UK State Pension to protected UK nationals in EU Member States. The 
UK will also continue to provide associated pensioner healthcare cover in the EU to protected UK nationals. 
This affects UK nationals who are already in Belgium and receive a UK benefit or draw a UK state pension. 
They currently receive healthcare cover by the UK through reciprocal healthcare arrangements in Belgium, and 
get a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) to benefit from free or reduced costs from urgent healthcare 
needs in a third EU country. This arrangement will continue after we have left, for those citizens who are 
currently benefiting.  Those  protected nationals who are below state pension age - for example a 55-year-old 
living in Belgium  - will continue to have the right to reciprocal healthcare cover in Belgium, once they start 
drawing their UK state pension.  
Reciprocal healthcare rights will be protected, meaning protected UK nationals will be able to continue to receive 
healthcare as they do now.  
To stay up to date, British Nationals can: 
Follow updates on gov.uk, including the page “UK nationals in the EU: what you need to know”  

Follow DExEU, FCOTravel and your local Embassy social media. (  Facebook  Twitter  
 
I plan to run another series of open sessions for British nationals in Belgium during the first part of 2018. Details 

of these will be announced on the on the following Embassy pages  Facebook  Twitter.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Alison Rose 
British Ambassador to Belgium 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-report-on-progress-during-phase-1-of-negotiations-under-article-50-teu-on-the-uks-orderly-withdrawal-from-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-report-on-progress-during-phase-1-of-negotiations-under-article-50-teu-on-the-uks-orderly-withdrawal-from-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665871/December_-_Joint_technical_note_on_the_comparison_of_EU-UK_positions_on_citizens__rights.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665871/December_-_Joint_technical_note_on_the_comparison_of_EU-UK_positions_on_citizens__rights.pdf
https://twitter.com/DExEUgov
https://twitter.com/FCOtravel?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.facebook.com/ukinbelgium
http://www.facebook.com/ukinbelgium
http://www.facebook.com/ukinbelgium
http://twitter.com/UKinBelgium
http://www.facebook.com/ukinbelgium
http://twitter.com/UKinBelgium
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Advance notices :  

 
 

Valentine Cheese and Wine party on  
Friday 16th February 

 

 

Visit to Havenhuis with guide on 18th March 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Pantomime Time 
 

 
 

For those of you who fancy a magic carpet ride after Christmas, this year those Panto 
stalwarts, BATS, are staging Aladdin. 

Aladdin  is one of the tales in The Book of One Thousand and One Nights ("The 
Arabian Nights"), and one of the best known—although it was not part of the original 
Arabic text, but was added in the 18th century by Frenchman Antoine Galland. 

No Arabic source has been traced for the tale, which was incorporated into the book Les 
Mille et Une Nuits by its French translator, Antoine Galland, who heard it from 
a Syrian storyteller from Aleppo. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Thousand_and_One_Nights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Thousand_and_One_Nights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine_Galland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Mille_et_Une_Nuits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Mille_et_Une_Nuits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoine_Galland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleppo
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Faust 
 

 
 
Everyone knows the story of Faust, the subject of the next staging by Ballet Vlaanderen.  
 
In 2007 The French choreographer Jean-Christophe Maillot created his own version of 
the famous Faust legend and dedicated it to Maurice Béjart, who died in the same year. 
Maillot focuses on the eternal triangle between Mephistopheles, Marguerite – and ideal 
of physical and spiritual beauty – and Faust. Maillot also added a fourth figure to the 
legend, that of Death. The ballet won the prestigious Prix Benois de la Dance for the 
best choreography of 2008. In 1880 Franz Liszt composed Eine Faust Symphonie, a 
musical triptych, where each of the three parts describes a psychological portrait of one 
of the main characters. Maillot asked his composer brother, Bertrand Maillot, to 
compose a prologue to Liszt’s orchestral masterpiece. 
 
Faust actually is taken from real life. For the year 1506, there is a record of Faust 
appearing as a performer of magical tricks and horoscopes in Gelnhausen. Over the 
following 30 years, there are numerous similar records spread over southern Germany. 
Faust appeared as physician, doctor of philosophy, alchemist, magician and astrologer, 
and was often accused as a fraud. The church denounced him as a blasphemer in league 
with the devil. In literature, Faust is a scholar who is highly successful yet dissatisfied 
with his life, which leads him to make a pact with the Devil, exchanging his soul for 
unlimited knowledge and worldly pleasures. The adjective "Faustian" implies a situation 
in which an ambitious person surrenders moral integrity in order to achieve power and 
success for a delimited term.  

In the first part, Mephistopheles leads Faust through experiences that culminate in a 
lustful relationship with Gretchen, an innocent young woman. Gretchen and her family 
are destroyed by Mephistopheles' deceptions and Faust's desires. Part one of the story 
ends in tragedy for Faust, as Gretchen is saved but Faust is left to grieve in shame. At 
the end of the legend, Mephistopheles tries to seize Faust's soul when he dies but is 
frustrated and enraged when angels intervene due to God's grace and with the 
intercession of the forgiving Gretchen. Good is thus victorious over Mephistopheles, 
who had insisted at Faust's death that he would be consigned to "The Eternal Empty." 

Venue: Stadsschouwburg, Antwerp 

Dates: January 20 – 21 and 25 – 28 incl. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gelnhausen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deal_with_the_Devil
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The Jury is Out 

 

 
 
 
In Assisen – de Webcammoord from the producers of Aspe 
 
It was a scandalous case. Anne Delorge, a confident, attractive young woman, combined 
- under the name of “Candy” - her higher studies with a flourishing career as a 
prostitute. A double life that she enjoyed until one morning she appeared, strangled to 
death, on webcam 
 
All leads point to one Jurgen Casteels as the murderer. Casteels is an odd-job man who 
fell head-over-heels in love with Anne and wanted to start a new life with her. Anne 
rejected him. A “no” that would prove fatal. 
 
Today Jurgen Casteels will appear before the Assizes. The Office of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions is convinced it has a watertight case. Straightforward? Not really. 
According to the defence team there were other candidates with a motif to kill 
Anne/Candy. This will be a difficult case for the jury. 
  
And that jury, ladies and gentlemen of the public, will be you. You and you alone will 
decide on the innocence or guilt of the defendant. You will have to concentrate hard on 
the debates and ask the witnesses pertinent questions to uncover the truth and nothing 
but the truth 
 
Will you let Jurgen Casteels leave the court a free man or will you condemn him to years 
in jail? 
 

Cast:  Fransesca Vanthielen, Kürt Rogiers, Carry Goossens, Kadèr Gurbuz, Peter 

Thyssen, Manou Kersting, Bert Verbeke, Frans Maas & Mira Delbaen 
 
Venue: Elckerlyc Theatre, Frankrijklei 85, 2000 Antwerp  
Dates: January 18 through February 11 
Tel: 070 691 002  
http://www.elckerlyc.be/ 
  

http://www.elckerlyc.be/
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Skiing in The Ardennes 
 

 

Winter sports aren't what come to mind when most people think of Belgium, but the 
Ardennes mountains in the country's south-east boast more than 800km of ski trails. 

Distinct and separate from the neighbouring French Ardennes, the Belgian Ardennes is 
a region of river valleys, unspoilt countryside and thriving market towns situated across 
southern Belgium.  Once there, 10 downhill slopes provide the thrills. But given that the 
range's highest peak is only 694m (2,256ft), the 60-odd cross-country trails attract most 
visitors: those in the Hautes Fagnes nature reserve are particularly lovely. 

The biggest station is at Baraque de Fraiture, which is easily accessible from Liège and 
has excellent slopes for beginners and families. There are also opportunities for night-
skiing, sledging, snowboarding and trying your hand at a snowmobile. 

Trois-Ponts  is another popular station, and there are slopes near La Roche-en-Ardenne, 
Botrange and Robertville. However, the major drawback in the Ardennes is snowfall 
andes - visitors are advised to check snow coverage or contact ski stations directly. 

Après-ski in the Belgian Ardennes has a quality all of its own: the culinary specialities 
include wild boar, smoked ham and cheese, beer - of which Belgium has up to 600 
varieties - and chocolate. 

 
  



12 
 

‘Tis the Season to Ski 
 

 
 

Skiing 
 

I’m very good at skiing, 
I have a kind of knack 

For I can do it frontways 
And also on my back. 

And when I reach the bottom 
I give a sudden flop 

And dig myself in sideways 
And that’s how I stop 

 

 
 

Skiing, the art of catching cold and going broke 
While rapidly heading nowhere at great personal risk. 

 
 

Skiing down the mountain 
I need to split in half 

To avoid a tree 
 

 
  

http://www.google.be/url?url=http://www.cartoon-clipart.com/cartoon_clipart_images/outofcontrol_stick_figure_skier_yelling_with_mouth_open_as_he_skis_to_his_death_0515-1103-1119-0408.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiLldeDlZzRAhWJShQKHbwHBqIQwW4IKjAK&usg=AFQjCNHBoH7fyQf3eN6FTRJkZIEJS6LP9g
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SuDokus 
 
January puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 
 

December solutions 
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New Year’s Quiz 

 

 
 

1. Under which calendar is New Year's Day Jan. 1? 
2. What calendar determines the date of the Chinese New Year?  . Lunar; B. Solar; C. 
Chinese; D. Zen 
3. Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the new year for what religion? 
4. Kwanzaa is a seven-day holiday that begins Dec. 26 and extends through Jan. 1. What 
does the word mean in Swahili? A. First fruits; B. First people; C. First days;  
D. First dance 
5. In the Middle Ages most European countries used the Julian calendar, so they 
observed New Year's Day when? 
6. The name January is derived from the Roman god Janus. What is he the god of? 
7. When do the practioners of Tibetan Buddhism celebrate New Year? 
A. Never; B. January; C. February; D. March 
8. The Roman New Year festival was called the Calends. they gave small items, such as 
nuts or coins, imprinted with pictures of what God? 
9. What New Year's gift did ancient Persians give? A. Money; B. Eggs; C. Cakes; D. 
Rugs 
10. In ancient Egypt what event dictated the timing of New Year's celebrations? 
A. Pharaoh's birthday; B. Flooding of Nile; C. Solar eclipse; D. Exact alignment of stars 
with Great Pyramid 
11. There is a grand celebration that takes place about fifteen days after the day of the 
Chinese New Year. What is it called? 
12. What of these acts is extremely important for preparing for the Chinese New 
Year?A.Wearing loose-fitting garments for folk dancing; B. b.Cooking a traditional 
Chinese meal; C. Cleaning every part of the house. 
 

December Answers 
1. Brooms (in order to keep the witches away); 2. Two Answers:    a. Charles Dickens     b. Dr. Seuss, 
3. Camel 4. Christmas Day, Thanksgiving Day and Superbowl Sunday.5. 1957; 6. Greece; 7. a). 
circa 4; 8. Tchaikovsky; 9. 7 years; 10.Little snowflake (Snegurochka) and Grandfather Frost 
(Dedushka Moroz); 11. Carol  (choranlein); 12. Oliver Cromwell; 13. Edmund Gwenn and Richard 
Attenborough; 14. Cindy Lou Who; 15. c. Italy    To naughty children "Lo dico alla Befana"  (I'll tell 
the Befana !!) 
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January Crossword 
 

 
 
Across 
1. Block out (4); 3. Amaze (8); 8. Article of clothing (7) 
9. Meaning of a word (5); 10. Board game (5); 11. An extreme attainment (6); 
13. To the opposite side (6); 15. Upper deck of a ship (6);18. Reptile (6); 
20. Thick (5); 23. Nimble (5); 24. Look over carefully (7); 25. Got back (8); 
26. Notable achievement (4) 
 
Down 
1. Prestidigitator (8); 2. Tennis stroke (5); 4. Planet (6); 5. Disregarded (7); 
6. Pay close attention to (4); 7. Periodic population count (6); 9. Pouch (3); 
12. Vanquished (8); 14. Precipitating (7); 16. Pungent edible root (6) 
17. Look up to (6); 19. Simian (3) 
 
December Solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for 2017/2018: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Nadine Hechtermans 
Lispersteenweg 219 
2500 Lier 
tel: 03 480 34 77 
nadine.hechtermans@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Stephanie Hughes 
Maarschalk Gerardstraat 21, 
bus 1 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0484661331 
stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.be 

Committee Member 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.be 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 
 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  
 

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com
mailto:stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.b
mailto:mabel1baker@gmail.com
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
mailto:chaplain@boniface.be
mailto:brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
mailto:ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com
http://www.antwerpen.be/

