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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

6th October ABCA : Antwerp Challenge quiz 

8th October Embassy Outreach Event 

Oct 19 – Jan20 Rockox House : Jan Breughel exhibition 

13-20 Oct Lotto Arena : Tennis – European Open 

30th October Halloween Open Evening at the Highlander 

31st October Halloween 

 
Advance Notice: 

1st November All Saints 

10th November Remembrance Church Service at St Boniface 

21 November “Fashion Talks” – Belgian Fashion Awards 

22nd November ABCA dinner at the Grieks Huis 

30th November MTS Christmas Bazar 

  

15th December ABCA Christmas lunch at hotel de Basiliek 

18th December ABCA Mince pies and mulled wine at the Highlander 

  

January 2020 ABCA brunch 

  

1st February Kinepolils : Opera Porgy and Bess  
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 

Printed by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
Autumn’s on its way in – time to get out the scarfs and hats. 
Soon it’s  Poppy time again.    There will be a Poppy Collection box at the Highlander  
where we hold our open evenings but also at various other locations in Antwerp. 
 
To those of you who are not well or in hospital – our best wishes for a speedy recovery.        
Do let us know if you need help or would like a visit – we’re here for you. 
 
Remember to put your clocks back at the end of October. 
Look after yourselves and hope to see you soon, 

 
 
See you then. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the month 
 

"Don't worry about avoiding temptation... as you grow older, it will avoid you." 

~ Winston Churchill ~ 
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Membership Matters 
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ABCA Events  
The ABCA Challenge Quiz at the Highlander on  

Sunday, October 6th , 3pm 
 

 
 

 

Yes that time of year is approaching when you promise not to cheat when signing up for 
the annual Pub Quiz in the cosy atmosphere of the Highlander pub. 
 
As usual there will be prizes for the winners while the losers can console themselves 
with a glass of wine or three. Spectators are more than welcome (no entry fee required) 
as long as they promise not to give their team any hints, and keep quiet at really serious 
moments such as when a tie breaker is being decided. 
. 
Who can enter? Anyone who can put a team together, 4 members per team. And when 
you’ve put your team together, let us know so that we're ready with the right 
number of tables, pencils and paper…. and questions.  Contact Mary Ann on 0486 
646 941 (evenings), or mail at maryann.marinus@hotmail.com. 

 

 

Advance Notice 
 
The November event will be dinner in Het Grieks Huis on the Vlasmarkt.  

Come and relive the summer delights of authentic Greek cuisine and imagine you are on 

an Aegean island. More information in November’s newsletter. 

 

 

  

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
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Outreach Event 
 
 
ABCA has received the following message from the British Embassy : 
 
“We are planning the upcoming Citizens’ Rights Outreach Event in Antwerp on 
October 8, 2019.” 
 

(https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/antwerp-open-forum-for-british-nationals-on-

the-uks-exit-from-the-eu-tickets-69729461697)  
 
Above the link to the event.   Registration is mandatory to attend. 
 
British Embassy | Ave d’Auderghem 10 Oudergemselaan | Brussels | 1040  

+32 (0)2 287 6237 | +32(0)4789 98481 | ECHO: 8316 6237 l Claire.Kinet@fco.gov.uk 

UK in Belgium: GOV.UK | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube  

Those interested in attending, please use the link mentioned 
above.      The venue has yet to be confirmed. 

 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/antwerp-open-forum-for-british-nationals-on-the-uks-exit-from-the-eu-tickets-69729461697
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/antwerp-open-forum-for-british-nationals-on-the-uks-exit-from-the-eu-tickets-69729461697
https://www.gov.uk/world/belgium/news
https://facebook.com/ukinbelgium
https://twitter.com/UKinBelgium
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgbWomTg-oUZekIkfkJBh-Q
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Memories of Mahatma Ghandi 
(By John Dashwood) 

 

 
 

 
MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GHANDI 

Porbandar October 2, 1869 – New Delhi January 30, 1948 
 
 

Why I’m writing this, is because I have learned from Jain documents that it is the 150th 
anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Ghandi on October 2, 2019 and that, on this 
occasion, the Indian Community in Antwerp will be making the presentation of a new 
life-size statue of Mr. Ghandi to the City of Antwerp. The statue will be placed in the 
garden-grounds of the New Provincial palace. 
 
I actually saw Mr Ghandi in the flesh during a presentation meeting at the London 
university in 1946. The occasion was a presentation of Professorial candidates to new 
students and I was a candidate student, having succeeded in my H.S.C examinations in 
1946 (when I was 16).  
 
Some of the Indian students actually went to kiss his feet. Only one of us plucked up the 
courage to ask him: “Will you be the next Viceroy of India Mr Ghandi?” The Viceroy at 
the time was the Queen’s cousin, Lord Louis Mountbatten. 
 
We saw Mr Ghandi only for a short time – about twenty minutes – and he was dressed 
in his customary loin cloth, shawl and sandals. He spoke to us about his favourite 
subject: “AHIMSA” or non-violence. He concluded with his signature philosophy 
by saying “For all these causes I would die; for all these causes I would not kill.” 
 
Mr Ghandi was assassinated in New Delhi in 1948. 
 
With many thanks to John Dashwood for this very interesting article 
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The Enchanted Forest 

 

 
 
Halloween approaches and with it the encroaching autumnal dark.  Once again 
Rivierenhof is organizing a magical evening walk full of mystery. A fairy path leads you 
past whispering trees hidden along the city’s edge as the park opens its doors to a strange 
journey through the dark.  
 
A unique audiovisual spectacle presents a story without words, with innovative, 
techniques that take you from one luminous surprise to another. Let yourself be led; or 
stop for a moment to communicate with a musical weeping willow. You walk as the park 
wraps you in enchantment. 
 
This autumn, De Grote Schijn illuminates the most inspirational part of Antwerp. This 
light play through the woods, where you can savour the might and beauty of nature in a 
thousand scents and colours, is a totally unique experience for each visitor. 
 
Take your time; succumb to the enchantment. 
 
Venue:  Provinciaal Groendomein Rivierenhof;  
Turnhoutsebaan 246 - 2100 Deurne 
Dates: October 25 through November 11 
Times: From 19h00 until 21h30 
Tickets:  from FNAC or from the website:  https://degroteschijn.be/ 

 

 
  

https://degroteschijn.be/


9 
 

 

50th Anniversary 

 

 

(Jeanne Brabants January 25, 1920 – January 2, 2014) 

 

This season Ballet Vlaanderen will be celebrating its 50th anniversary. The jubilee year 
will open with Jeanne Brabants’ Cantus Firmus. Not only did Brabants found Ballet 
Vlaanderen, she also led the company for 15 years and produced outstanding 
choreographic work. 

Brabants  was inspired by the musical technique of the cantus firmus, consisting of a 
drawn-out melody around which music is constructed. Johann Sebastian Bach was an 
absolute master of this technique, as is frequently revealed in his cantatas. For her 
choreography, Brabants chose some of these vocal masterpieces in which memory, 
consolation and reconciliation play a central role. 

Heinrich Schütz’s Die Sieben Worte Jesu Christi am Kreuz is imbued with the same 
themes. Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui was inspired by this breathtakingly beautiful oratory for 
his Mea Culpa. In this work, the Belgian-Moroccan choreographer explores a shared 
sense of guilt that is passed on from generation to generation and has an impact that is 
felt even today. 

Inequality, discrimination, colonization and slavery are questioned from the perspective 
of both perpetrator and victim. The bridge between the two is formed by Schütz’s 
music, which advocates reconciliation. 

Antwerp Opera House: October 20 through November 3 incl. 
 
Ghent Opera House: November 7 to 13 incl. 
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Lumina 

 

 
 

Lumina, the Lamp Museum – 400,000 years of domestic light. 
 

The nights are getting shorter, darkness is creeping up, this is a time our early ancestors 
greatly feared. We, however, can light our houses. This is remarkable when you 
remember that for most of history people had to make do with small candles, lamps and 
moonlight. 
Fire power. The discovery of how to control fire goes back to around 120,000 years ago 
and it had a profound effect on how our species developed. Our ancestors would have 
known about the power of fire long before they learned how to harness it. Animals and 
plants, caught in wildfires, would have been ‘cooked’, making them more nutritious and 
easier to digest. The extra calories that we got from cooked food were crucial to the 
development of our big, energy-burning brains. Fires were important for cooking and 
keeping warm, but they must have been important as a source of light too.  
Candles and lighthouses. The ancient Mediterranean world was dotted with 
lighthouses to help guide ships. The Romans brought this concept to Britain. One of the 
world’s only three surviving Roman lighthouses can be found at Dover Castle in Kent. 
However it wasn’t until the 18th century that lamps provided a real leap forward, at least 
for the upper classes. A new type of oil lamp, that provided as much light as ten candles, 
was invented by French chemist Ami Argand in 1780.  
Light at the flick of a switch. The first electric lights were developed in the late 1870s 
by different inventors across the world. However, it was only after the First World War 
that electricity found its way into most of our homes and the National Grid was 
established. For the first time in human history, we had clean, safe lighting at the flick of 
a switch. Today we take light for granted, but there’s still an undeniable magic and 
mystery to darkness.  
 
In Bruges the Lamp Museum, Lumina Domestica, holds the the world’s largest 
collection of lamps and lights. More than 6,000 antiques tell the complete story of 
interior lighting, from the torch and paraffin lamp to the light bulb and LED. You can 
also discover the light mysteries of the glow-worm, the lantern fish and the small 
Chinese lantern. 
The Lumina Museum, Wijnzakstraat 2, Bruges, is open every day from 10h00 to 
17h00 
Website: http://www.luminadomestica.be 

  

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/dover-castle/?utm_source=EH%20Blog&utm_medium=Blog&utm_content=History%20of%20light
http://www.luminadomestica.be/
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The Dacians 

 

 

 
Dacia Felix, or Fortunate Dacia. In 106 A.D., the Romans were busy adding a 
massive territory to their already vast Imperium. The new province was called Dacia. 
Located in present-day Romania, it was the ancient homeland of the Dacians and the 
Getae. Today, the gold and silver riches that tell their story have been, exceptionally, 
allowed to leave the treasure chamber of the National Museum of Romanian History 
in Bucharest to travel to Belgium for a one-off exhibition at the award-winning 
Gallo-Roman museum of Tongeren. This exhibition forms part of Europalia, this 
year dedicated to Romania. Travel back in time to Romania’s distant past, this lush 
and wealthy region, not just a magnet for the Romans but also a crossroads of 
cultures. Discover magnificent objects made by the Dacians and the Getae and learn 
about their dealings with the Romans, Greeks, Celts and Scythians in an atmospheric 
display coupled with superb film projections. It’s an exhibition that will appeal to the 
whole family. 
 
The exhibition will also showcase masterly artefacts from the Greeks, Celts and 
Scythians. Who were these cultural groups? What attracted them to the region? How 
did they interact with the local inhabitants? The answers are revealed by the objects 
they left behind. Their world is brought to life through large-scale film projections of 
archaeological sites and natural landscapes and, especially for children, there will be 
an audio-guide and game applications. Come and widen your horizons and discover 
the ancient history of this intriguing part of Europe. 
 
Venue: Gallo-Roman museum, Tongeren 

Dates: 19 October 2019 - 26 April 2020 
 

 
 

(Dacian gold bracelet, dated to the 1st century BC or 1st century AD) 
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Ghost House 
(Abridged) 

 

(Borley Rectory- the most haunted house in England) 

 

I dwell in a lonely house I know 

That vanished many a summer ago, 

And left no trace but the cellar walls, 

And a cellar in which the daylight falls 

And the purple-stemmed wild raspberries grow. 

 

I dwell with a strangely aching heart 

In that vanished abode there far apart 

On that disused and forgotten road 

That has no dust-bath now for the toad. 

Night comes; the black bats tumble and dart; 

 

It is under the small, dim, summer star. 

I know not who these mute folk are 

Who share this unlit place with me— 

Those stones out under the low-limbed tree 

Doubtless bear names that the mosses mar. 

 

By Robert Frost 
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SuDokus 
 
October puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 

September solutions 
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October Quiz 
 

 

 
1. Which is the highest rank in the Royal Navy? 
2. Richard Noble set a land speed record of 633.468 miles per hour driving which 

 car? 
3. Which Yann Martel novel won the Booker Prize in 2002? 
4. The life of entertainer Fanny Brice inspired which musical film starring Barbra  

Streisand? 
5. King Richard II used which wild creature as his personal badge?  
6. Edmund Barton was the name of which southern hemisphere country's first  

Prime Minister? 
7. Which Whitbread Book Award winning novel by Mark Haddon, is about a 15- 

year-old boy who describes himself as "a mathematician with some behavioural  
difficulties" living in Swindon. 

8. What was Desperate Dan's favourite food? 
9. What is the term used for a word or phrase created by rearranging the letters of a  

word or name or phrase? 
10. Who was the winged goddess of victory in Greek mythology? 
11. American singer Roger Miller is perhaps best known for which hit song and  

karaoke classic? 
12. The tea bag was introduced by which company in 1953? 
13. In ancient Rome which ranked higher a Senator or a Consul? 
14. The opera Aida by Verdi, is set in which country? 
15. Which dinosaur when translated from the latin means 'swift robber'? 

 
 

September’s answers 
 

1. Beach Boys; 2.  Five; 3.  Albania; 4.  Green; 5. 7. USA (Lake Havasu City, Arizona); 

6. Vodka; 7.  Yuri Gagarin ; 8.  Wear it: 9.  John Lennon; 10. Red Rum ; 11. Lee Majors ; 

12.  A sheep ; 13.  Mekon ; 14.  Robin ;15. Tightrope Walker  
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October Crossword 
 

 
 
 

Across 
1. Theft (7); 5. Ambit (5); 8. Relating to a city (5); 9. Closest (7); 10. Foster (7); 
11. Public square (5); 12. Floor covering (6); 14. Soldiers (6); 18. Percussion instruments 
(5); 20. Burrowing rodent (7); 22. View (7); 23. Stroll (5);  
24. Choose (5); 25. Pull out (7) 
 
Down 
1. Curt (7); 2. Watercourse (5); 3. Leave out (7); 4. Distant but visible (6); 
5. Acute (5); 6. Aromatic herb (7); 7. Additional (5); 13. Habitual method (7); 
15. Oddment (7); 16. Excess (7); 17. Opportunity (6); 18. Stingless male bee (5); 
19. Change position (5); 21. Shinbone (5) 
 

September solution 
 

 

  



16 
 

Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for  2019/2020: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 

 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Suzanne van Eersel 
Dambruggestraat 85 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel :03 233 42 51 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
vacant 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
mailto:mabel1baker@gmail.com
mailto:jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
mailto:chaplain@boniface.be
mailto:brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
mailto:ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com
http://www.antwerpen.be/

