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Dates for your diary 
 

 
ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

NOV  

1st All Saints Day 

5th RBL : Poppy Launch on the Meir  

13th Remembrance Sunday Service 18:30 St,Boniface 

19th ABCA : Conscience library visit Notebohm collection with guide  

30th ABCA : open evening at the Highlander 

  

DEC  

3rd MTS Christmas Bazar, Antwerp Docks hotel  

11th RBL: Christmas lunch  

18th ABCA Christmas lunch TBC 

18th De Singel : Arte Vocale - Elijah 

21st ABCA open evening with mince pies and mulled wine  

31st New Year’s eve 

  

JAN   

22nd ABCA New Year brunch at Kasteel Rivierenhof 

 
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
  For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
  Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 03 226 91 80 
 
 

 
Printed by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen  
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From our Chairman 
 
Dear Members, 
 
November - for most of  us it’s the month when we remember those loved ones lost.  
The days are shorter and darker and yes, it’s only 8 weeks till Christmas. 
 
It’s Poppy time - the RBL Antwerp branch has put out collection boxes.   There is one at 
Café Highlander, where we hold our open evenings, one in the lobby of  the Hilton on the 
Groenplaats and one at the Airport - just to name a few. 
 
To all our members not well, at home or in hospital – get well soon and keep us posted,  
we’re here for you.    
 

Keep warm ! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the month 

 
“Autumn carries more gold in its pocket than all the other seasons.” – Jim Bishop 
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Membership matters 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Members: 
 

We welcome the following new members :  
 
Tony & Nel McCuaig-Allon 
 
Contact details if requested from-  ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 
 
 
We look forward to welcoming them at our functions. 
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ABCA November Outing ! 

 

 
 
 

There will be a guided tour of the refurbished Nottebohm room on the Hendrik 
Conscienceplein. The Nottebohm room is located in the so-called Sodality Building, 
which, together with the St. Charles Borromeo Church, was part of the impressive baroque 
complex in the seventeenth century; the interior was decorated with beautiful baroque 
paintings by Rubens and Van Dyck. In 1883 the Sodality was purchased to house the City 
Library.  
 
The Nottebohm room itself was opened in 1936. It serves as a showroom and is only 
opened to the general public in exceptional cases. Just before entering, you come face-to-
face with a beautiful hand-coloured lithograph, a copy of the map by Virgil Bononiensis, 
which was made around 1900 by Achiel Kas. The original map from 1565, the only known 
copy of which is kept in the Plantin- Moretus Museum, shows the commercial metropolis 
of Antwerp at the height of its economic boom. The Heritage Library preserves a large 
part of its book collection in the Nottebohm room, as well as several special pieces, such 
as the Blaeu Globes. These celestial and terrestrial globes, which date back to the middle 
of the seventeenth century, are of an astonishing quality. They are the largest globes made 
by Willem Janszoon Blaeu and were recently restored.  
 
The oldest item in the library is safely stored under a blackout cloth. It is not a book, but 
a 3,000-year-old Egyptian papyrus. It tells the story of the journey of a deceased priestess 
from Thebes, Djed-Maät-ious-anch through the underworld. The library collection has a 
touch of Egyptomania, as the Egyptian Cabinet in the middle of the Nottebohm room 
testifies.  
 
Date and time: November 19th at 11h30 (!)– guided tour 
Ticket:s :  Euros 12 pp - Bank transfer as usual, bank account number:  
BE11 2200 3243 8048, by 15th November and please let Peter know you are coming. 
 

  



 

6 

Advance Notice for December 

 

 
 
 
 

The ABCA Christmas lunch will be held on Sunday December 
18th, 2022.   Further details with next month’s newsletter. 
 
 
 

------------------------------------- 

 

Elijah at De Singel 
 
With Covid 19 now on the wane, Arti Vocali can finally start to perform music and to 
sing.  The planned Elijah of Mendelssohn will at long last take place, on 18th  December, 
2022 at De Singel,  conductor Dirk De Nef.     All seats are 35 Euros. 
 
There will be 140 singers on the podium  with members of the Brussels Choral Society as 
well as 45 members of the Brussels Symphonic Orchestra.  
 
Tickets (€35) are available via https://www.wicket.be/arti-vocali. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wicket.be/arti-vocali
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Christmas Bazaar 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 
        Saturday 3 December  9 - 4 

Antwerp Harbour Hotel, Noorderlaan 100,  
 

  Stalls with traditional British   
Christmas food, Christmas cards, books, Trash & 

Treasure, bottle draw and much more  

Tombola(tickets 1 Euro) 

The Cafeteria and Bar are open from 11 to 4,  
serving hot food, cakes and drinks. 

 
For further information and tombola tickets,  

please contact Dora Jolly 0475/22 99 65 – aljolly@busmail.net  
or   Pat Arn 0479/95 15 35 – pjarn@skynet.be 

  

  

 

 

 

mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
mailto:pjarn@skynet.be
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Rosenkavalier at De Munt 
 

 

 
Der Rosenkavalier (The Knight of the Rose or The Rose-Bearer), is a comic opera in 
three acts by Richard Strauss to an original German libretto by Hugo von 
Hofmannsthal. It is loosely adapted from the novel Les amours du chevalier de 
Faublas by Louvet de Couvrai and Molière's comedy Monsieur de Pourceaugnac. It was first 
performed at the Königliches Opernhaus in Dresden on 26 January 1911 under 
the direction of Max Reinhardt, with Ernst von Schuch conducting. Until the premiere, 
the working title was Ochs auf Lerchenau. (The choice of the name Ochs is not accidental, 
for in German "Ochs" means "ox", which describes the character of the Baron throughout 
the opera). 
 
The opera has four main characters: the aristocratic Marschallin; her very young lover, 
Count Octavian Rofrano; her brutish cousin Baron Ochs; and Ochs' prospective fiancée, 
Sophie von Faninal, the daughter of a rich bourgeois. At the Marschallin's suggestion, 
Octavian acts as Ochs' Rosenkavalier by presenting a ceremonial silver rose to Sophie. 
However, the young people fall in love on the spot, and soon devise a comic intrigue to 
extricate Sophie from her engagement. They accomplish this with help from the 
Marschallin, who then yields Octavian to the younger woman. Though a comic opera, the 
work incorporates some weighty themes (particularly through the Marschallin's character), 
including infidelity, ageing, sexual predation, and selflessness in love (or the lack thereof). 
 

La Monnaie’s acclaimed version will run until November 18.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Strauss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libretto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugo_von_Hofmannsthal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugo_von_Hofmannsthal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Baptiste_Louvet_de_Couvrai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molière
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monsieur_de_Pourceaugnac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semperoper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1911_in_music#Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre_director
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Reinhardt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernst_von_Schuch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourgeois
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Golden Boy, Gustav Klimt 

 

 
 

Water Serpents 
 

For those of you who would like to take a trip outside Belgium around the festive season 
the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam is holding the exhibition Golden Boy Gustav 
Klimt. Inspired by Van Gogh, Rodin, Matisse... on Gustav Klimt (1862-1918) and the 
many artists who inspired him. Discover how Klimt developed his unique style and 
gleaned inspiration from the Western European modern art of his time. 
 
New research has revealed which artists influenced him and which artists he liked. But 
also which artworks were on display at exhibitions at the time – including those of 
pioneering art society, the Vienna Secession Movement, of which Klimt was the 
chairperson.  
 
Numerous new streams transformed Klimt’s Vienna from a sleepy city into a buzzing 
metropolis. For versatility Klimt was inspired by the works of Van Gogh, Rodin, 
Toulouse-Lautrec, Monet, Matisse and many other famous artists. This fascinating 
exhibition shows Klimt’s work alongside paintings by his own favourites. 
 
Iconic Masterpieces are on display in this large-scale exhibition from decorative landscapes 
and powerful figure drawings to female portraits such as Emilie Floege (1902) and 
spectacular works such as Water Serpents (1904/1906). 
 
Golden Boy Gustav Klimt. Inspired by Van Gogh, Rodin, Matisse… is a remarkable 
opportunity to get to know this renowned artist. The exhibition is in collaboration with 
the Belvedere Museum in Vienna, home to the largest collection of Klimt’s oil paintings. 

 

From October 7, 2022 to January 8, 2023 
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Men Make Dinner Day 
 
 

 
 
 

ABCA men may have thought their cooking skills were done and dusted at the 
annual BBQ in July but did you know there is such a thing as National Men 

Make Dinner day celebrated on the first Thursday of November? No? Read on. 
 
National Men Make Dinner Day was created for two reasons. First, it is to give the 
ladies a break from the cooking chores. Secondly, it seeks to encourage men who do not 
cook, to learn to cook, beginning by making a meal on this day. Of course, even men who 
do cook should celebrate this day by making a challenging meal.  
 
According to Sandy Sharkey, the creator of this holiday, she recognized that most men do 
in fact cook, but her husband was not one of them. She said, “This day is now dedicated 
to the men who do not know a spatula from a whisk.” Did this cause her husband to 
respond by cooking dinner for the first time? It certainly did! For ladies with husbands 
attempting to cook for the first time, Sharkey advises: “Just make sure the fire extinguisher 
is nearby”. Some people call this Make Your Wife Dinner Day. But, this day is not limited to 
husbands. It’s for all of you guys out there in a relationship, married or not. 
 
Okay guys, be a sport. Give the ladies in your life a break. Set them in their favourite chair 
in the living room, put a glass of wine in their hands, and tune the TV to their favourite 
“Chick Flick”. Then, grab a beer, find a recipe and make dinner all by yourself!  
 
Oh and you even get to wash the dishes afterwards. 
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The Season of Mulled Wine 

 

 

 

Mulled wine originated in the 2nd century when it was created by the Romans who would 
heat wine to defend their bodies against the cold winter. As the Romans conquered much 
of Europe throughout the next century, their love for mulled wine spread across their 
empire and the regions they traded with. As its popularity continued to grow throughout 
the middle ages, Europeans would mix heated wine with spices because they believed it 
would promote health and avoid sickness. They would also use herbs and flowers as 
natural sweeteners to make unpalatable wines taste a lot nicer. 
 
Over time, the craze for mulled wine faded across most of Europe except for Sweden, 
where its popularity only increased. As more alternatives developed, recipe books started 
using the collective name glögg, first mentioned in 1609. The next big adaptation took 
place in the 1800s when cognacs-glögg started to become popular, too. However the big 
turning point came in the 1890s, when glögg became associated with Christmas. Every 
wine merchant across the country had their own unique recipe to share. Over the next 
several decades, mulled wine became a global phenomenon, with countries all over the 
world creating their own unique blends. Variations now include everything from red and 
white wines to sangria blends and vermouth to port – each country's method slightly 
different from the next. 
 
To this day, mulled wine continues to be a cold-weather tradition alongside its sister drink, 
mulled cider.  
 
Another thing the Romans did for us.  Cheers..... 
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Autumn Birds 

 

 
 

The wild duck startles like a sudden thought, 

And heron slow as if it might be caught. 

The flopping crows on weary wings go by 

And grey beard jackdaws noising as they fly. 

The crowds of starnels whizz and hurry by, 

And darken like a clod the evening sky. 

The larks like thunder rise and suthy round, 

Then drop and nestle in the stubble ground. 

The wild swan hurries hight and noises loud 

With white neck peering to the evening cloud. 

The weary rooks to distant woods are gone. 

With lengths of tail the magpie winnows on 

To neighbouring tree, and leaves the distant crow 

While small birds nestle in the edge below. 

 

John Clare 

(1793 – 1864)  

https://internetpoem.com/poems/wild/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/thought/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/slow/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/beard/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/evening/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/sky/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/thunder/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/rise/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/white/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/tree/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/small/
https://internetpoem.com/poems/edge/
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Sudokus 
November puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 
 

October solutions 
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November Quiz 
 

 
1. What is the earliest known name for Great Britain? 
2. The Norfolk Black is a British breed of what domestic animal? 
3. Which city is just 8 miles from Southampton? 
4. What sort of fruit would you find on top of Heather Phillipson’s 'The End'? 
5. Which county is known as "The Garden of England"? 
6. Can you name Cornwall's only city? 
7. We want the year and month - when did the Brexit referendum take place? 
8. Which British medal carries the words "For Gallantry"? 
9. Whose coffin was transported on the London Underground before his state 

funeral at Westminster Abbey, at which the future monarchs Edward VII and 
George V acted as pallbearers? 

10. Which city's telephone area code is 0161? 
11. Who was the last British king born outside the UK? 
12. Which island off the north-west coast of Wales is the seventh largest in the British 

Isles? 
13. The Shambles with overhanging timber-framed buildings is an old street in which 

British city? 
14. True or false? The border separating Scotland and England runs for 48 miles? 
15. What is the name of the three chalk stacks that rise out of the sea at the furthest 

western point of the Isle of Wight? 
 

October Answers 
 

1. Tuft; 2. 360; 3. White 4. A6; 5. Thor Heyerdahl; 6. Heineken; 7. A beard; 8. Little Jack 
Horner; 9. Photography; 10. Andy Capp; 11. Trinity House; 12.Golden Hind; 13. Royal 
Flush; 14. Rugby; 15. Alison Moyet 
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November Crossword 
 

 
 
Across 
Comical (5); 4. One of the senses (5); 7. Freedom (7); 8. Regret (3); 9. Woodwind 
instrument (4); 11. Ire (5); 14. Valuable item (5); 15. Singing voice (4); 18. Large antelope 
(3); 19. Greed (7); 21. Force out (5); 22. Compare (5) 
 
Down  
1. Bird of prey (6); 2. Seize suddenly (3); 3. Tall story (4); 4. Attempting (6);  
5. Dreamlike (7); 6. Level (4); 10. Vague (7); 12. Leave (6); 13. Forward-looking (6); 
16. Monster (4); 17. Shopping precinct (4); 20. Writing fluid (3) 
 
 
October Solution 
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Useful Information 
 Patron: Mr Martin Shearman CVO, HM Ambassador to Belgium 

 
Committee for 2022/2023: 

Contact via- email ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 

 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 

 

Secretary 
Peter Best 

 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 

 

Committee Member 
Suzanne van Eersel 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 

 

Committee Member 
Vacant 

 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 

 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 

Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 

chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 

e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary British 
society and accordingly directs members wanting to contact other 

faith groups to the “Gids 
LevensbeschouwingenAntwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp guide, 

published by the Stad Antwerpen. 

Information on www.antwerpen.be -tel 03 338 3115. 

 

ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 

work are welcome. 
 

Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions.  

Items must be submitted to the editor by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue/ ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 

12 months advertising, pay for only 10!  Contact the Newsletter Editor  
ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by third  

mailto:chaplain@boniface.be
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
http://www.antwerpen.be/

