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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

8th December RBL Christmas lunch 

15th December ABCA Christmas lunch at hotel de Basiliek 

18th December ABCA Mince pies and mulled wine at the Highlander 

25th December Christmas Day 

29th Dec --- Zoo : Jungle Book  light festival 

31st December New Year’s Eve 

 
Advance Notice: 

2020  

1st January New Year’s day 

-to 12th Jan Zoo : Jungle Book  light festival 

19 January  ABCA brunch at the Bourla 

20th January RBL New Year reception 

25-26th Jan BATS Pantomime 

29th January ABCA New Year drinks 

1st February Kinepolis : Opera Porgy and Bess  

  
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 
 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 

Printed by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/


3 
 

From our Chairman 
 

 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
This year, our thoughts were once again dominated by the imminent Brexit and we look 
forward with interest, to what the future has in store for us.  
 
The annual Christmas lunch on the 15th will once again be at the Hotel de Basiliek and 
we hope to see many of you there. If you have problems getting there, or are not well 
enough to come, do get in touch with Dora Jolly. 
 
Warm greetings for a happy and peaceful Christmas. 
 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the month 
 

Always believe something wonderful is about to happen 
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Membership Matters 
 
 
 

 

Get Well Soon 
 

 
 

We send our Secretary, Mabel Baker, and ABCA member, Anneke Boyle, who have 
both been unwell, our very best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.google.com/url?url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_24402052_cartoon-image-of-hospital-bed.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjx0ZTQtZflAhVDr6QKHbIaDEAQwW4IFjAA&usg=AOvVaw3Gjhk5BcJS1qjR-bvrg0Vw
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ABCA Christmas Lunch : 
Sunday 15th December 

 
Menu 

Prawn Cocktail 

 
Cauliflower soup with bacon bits 

 
Turkey fillet with hunter’s sauce 

 
Chicory, peas, salsify, croquette potatoes 

 
Christmas ice cream 

 
Refreshments, tea/coffee- wine and water 

 
Venue: Basiliek Hotel,: Trooststraat 22, 2650 Edegem 
Time: 12.30 for 1 pm (if you are in need of transport to and from the Basiliek hotel, please 
get in touch with Dora Jolly on 03/232 71 15) 
 
The cost for the Christmas lunch is € 40 for members and €42 for non-members – 
and of course it is free if you are over 75 and have been an ABCA member for three years 
or more.  Payment (if relevant) should be made to our Treasurer, Margaret du Maine, 
Miksebeekstraat 104, 2930 Brasschaat, bank account number: 220-0324380-48 and your 
transfer should be made by  10th December. 
 
If you haven't received your personal invitation by 3rd December, it could be because we 
don't know that you have reached your 75th birthday, so do get in touch with Dora Jolly 
(Tel: 03/232 71 15) and let her know you qualify.  
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The First Christmas Cards 

 

The custom of sending Christmas cards was started in the UK in 1843 by Sir Henry Cole. 
He was a senior civil servant who had helped set-up the new 'Public Record Office' (now 
called the Post Office), where he was an Assistant Keeper, and wondered how it could be 
used more by ordinary people. Sir Henry had the idea of Christmas Cards with his friend 
John Horsley, an artist. They designed the first card and sold them for 1 shilling each. The 
card had three panels. The outer two panels showed people caring for the poor and in the 
center panel was a family having a large Christmas dinner. Some people didn't like the card 
because it showed a child being given a glass of wine. About 1,000 were printed and sold. 
The original cards were advertised with the slogan: "Just published, a Christmas 
Congratulations Card; or picture emblematical of old English festivity to perpetuate kind 
recollections between dear friends"! 

The first postal service for ordinary people was started in 1840 when the first 'Penny Post' 
public postal deliveries began (Sir Henry Cole also helped to introduce the Penny Post). 
Before that, only very rich people could afford to send anything in the post.  

As printing methods improved, Christmas cards became much more popular and were 
produced in large numbers. By the early 1900s, the custom had spread throughout Europe 
and become especially popular in Germany.The first cards usually had pictures of Nativity 
scenes. In late Victorian times, robins and snow-scenes became popular. The postmen 
were nicknamed 'Robin Postmen' because of the red uniforms they wore.  

Christmas Cards appeared in the United States of America in the late 1840s, but were very 
expensive and most people couldn't afford them. It 1875, Louis Prang, a printer who was 
originally from Germany but who had also worked on early cards in the UK, started mass 
producing cards featuring flowers, plants, and children. In 1915, John C. Hall and two of 
his brothers created Hallmark Cards, still one of the biggest card makers today! 

  

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
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Chasing St Nicholas 

 

(The Klausjagen Christmas Procession) 

Chasing Santa in Küssnacht : Almost all of Switzerland celebrates St Nicholas Day 

(December 6) on some level, but nowhere is it more colourful and unforgettable than in 

the village of Küssnacht near Lucerne. On December 5, a remarkable procession known 

as “Klausjagen” (“Santa Chasing”) wends its way through the cobblestone streets of this 

medieval town on the shores of Lake Lucerne. 

A Procession in the Dark: The event begins at 8:15pm when Küssnacht shuts off all its 

lights and plunges the waiting crowd into complete darkness. Costumed helpers move the 

crowd back and the loud whipcracking begins. Dozens of local farmers lead off the six-

stage parade snapping their longs whips along the route producing a explosive sound 

louder than a firecracker. Next come the iffelen, hundreds of large illuminated hats (some 

over 7 feet tall) cut into intricate patterns illuminated from within by lit candles. They 

glisten like walking stained glass windows. The men and boys in white robes balance these 

pieces of religious-themed artwork on their heads and spin down the parade route to the 

loud cheers of those along the parade route. 

The Arrival of St. Nicholas: Then along comes St Nicholas and his four attendants, 

followed by a marching band playing the Santa song (about six notes long, repeated over 

and over) the ringing of the almost deafening trychlen bells (loud ceremonial bells) and 

the tooting of cow horns. The traditions, many centuries old, were designed to drive away 

evil spirits at the darkest time of the year. The Klausjagen celebration and procession have 

their roots in in pre-Christan pagan tradition. Because it was unruly and noisy it was 

frowned upon by the Church and banned by local authorities in 1756. But  you can’t keep 

a rowdy tradition down and it re-emerged in the late 1800s with a more Christian focus as 

participants wearing illuminated mitres were added to an organized parade. Now the 

parade draws over 20,000 visitors a year for this single-night procession and festival 

through the streets of Küssnacht on December 5. 
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Scared to Death 

 

 
 

Scared to Death or in Dutch, Doodschrik, is a British play by Ron Aldridge, translated 
into Dutch and starring: Saartje Danckers, Roy Miner, Jelle Bervoets, Vincent De Coninck 
en Ruben de Cock. 
 
For those of you for whom the festive season is never complete without a seasonal ghost 
story, this is a must.  
 
The year is 1857 …Young mill owner, Will Nichols, woos and weds lovely local girl Mary 
to the fury of his best friend, Jacob Ford, whose earlier love for her went unrequited. 
Taking advantage of Will’s weakness for gambling, the now bitterly jealous Ford embarks 
on a plan to try and win from him both the Mill and Mary. Desperately in debt, Will raises 
the stakes at the weekly poker game - the fate of his livelihood, his Mill, and his marriage, 
now rests on the turn of a card…. 
 
Be prepared for a terrifying experience. During its world première in The Mill in Sonning 
in the UK, the internationally acclaimed illusionist, Paul Daniels, created stunning tension 
and ghostly horror. Below is just one of the many positive reviews: 
 
“Ron Aldridge offers a gripping, well-handled ghost story whose impact is heightened by 
stage effects devised by the conjurer Paul Daniels. A felicitous touch in the play is the use 
of one character who is both a participant in, and a commentator on the action which 
lends to the drama something of The Man in Black tales, while the power of the story 
itself – and I do not exaggerate in the compliment – fully equals that of Susan Hill’s The 
Woman in Black.”  
Anyone who has been terrified by the Woman in Black knows what to expect. 
Venue: Kleine Fakkelteater 
Dates: From November 29 through December 22 
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A Christmas Fairytale 

 

 

 
A Rusalka is a female entity, often malicious towards mankind and frequently associated 
with water. She is an unquiet, dangerous being who is no longer alive; the soul of a young 
woman who has died in or near a river or a lake and comes back to haunt that waterway. 
Her main purpose is, however, to lure young men, seduced by either her looks or her 
voice, into the depths of said waterways where she would entangle their feet with her long 
red hair and submerge them till they drowned. 
 
The opera, Rusalka, by Czech composer, Antonín Dvořák, one of the most intriguing 
works of the fin de siècle, found his inspiration in the fairy tale of The Little Mermaid, a 
link in the age-old literary tradition of mysterious aquatic creatures craving a human soul.   
 
The award-winning Opera Ballet Vlaanderen is staging Dvořák’s opera in Antwerp in 
December and in Ghent in January. The water nymph, Rusalka, trades her natural 
existence for a life on earth. The price she pays for this is high and she loses her voice. 
After being rejected by her beloved prince and because she cannot possibly return to her 
former life, a tragic fate awaits her. 
 
Dvořák’s lyrical score is permeated with a late-romantic heroism and the opera contains 
one of the most beautiful arias ever written: Song to the Moon. The composer 
nevertheless developed a unique sound through the use of Czech folk melodies. He gave 
musical form to both the natural world and the human world by way of various dance 
rhythms. This inspired the Norwegian director and choreographer, Alan Lucien Øyen, to 
give dance a central role in this production. Øyen’s work guarantees fascinating dance 
theatre, as recently revealed by his acclaimed creation for the legendary Tanztheater 
Wuppertal.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soul
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Cool Japan at the MAS 

 

The MAS is staging a new exhibition, Cool Japan, that enables you to take a whirlwind 
tour of the global fascination for Japanese visual culture. With unique historical pieces, the 
MAS shows how Japanese icons such as Hello Kitty, Zelda and Sailor Moon are all part 
of a long tradition and how both new and old Japanese art continues to inspire the world. 
The style of contemporary Japanese cartoonists or 'mangaka' is heavily influenced by 
Japan's historical print art and techniques pioneered by old masters. Through unique 
historical works from its own collection and loans, the MAS presents this long tradition 
from which contemporary Japanese pop culture has grown. 
In 'Cool Japan', you can also admire ancient and contemporary Japanese art and discover 
how fashion designers were inspired by Japan. Get to know the colourful 'Kawaii' (cute 
fashion from Tokyo), or admire the handsome tattoos of the old warriors. However, you 
can do more than merely look. You can also get hands-on at the exhibition by delving into 
activities such as having a chat with robot Pepper or getting lost in manga strips for hours 
in our library. 
 
Uki – Uki: One of the eye-catchers of the exhibition is the four-metre-high painting Uki-
Uki by Matsuura Hiroyuki. The work is representative of the entire exhibition in how it 
links classical and contemporary Japan. A girl is depicted in a classic kimono, but in typical 
contemporary colours. She has enormous eyes like a manga or anime character, but with 
hairpins like a courtesan. The work is painted in contemporary style, but against a 
background of gold leaf as found on antique Japanese folding screens.  
Japanese avant-garde: Thanks to a number of unique loans from the Fashion Museum, 
you can get acquainted with Japanese avant-garde fashion that revolutionised Parisian 
catwalks in the 1980s from masters such as  Yohji Yamamoto, Issey Miyake and Rei 
Kawakubo, founder of the brand Comme des Garçons.Traditional Japanese form 
elements can also be found in Haider Ackermann's work. The designer studied fashion at 
the Antwerp academy. He incorporates Japanese elements such as folding techniques 
reminiscent of a traditional kimono, or pleats that reference Japanese origami. 
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The Jungle Book 
 

 
 

Now a delight for children from 8 to 80. Rudyard Kipling’s famous Jungle Book is having 
something of a moment in Belgium. The Jungle Book, published in 1894,  has remained 
very popular, partly through its many adaptations for film and other media. The book was 
also influential in the scout movement, whose founder, Robert Baden-Powell, was a friend 
of Kipling's.  
 

From the makers of China Light, Antwerp Zoo presents the Jungle Book Light Festival 
from November 29, 2019 through January 12, 2020. Do you hear the call of the jungle? 
The slithering of the snake Kaa? The growl of the dastardly Shere Khan? During the Light 
Festival you can walk through the thrilling adventures of Mowgli, Bagheera, Baloo and 
their friends (or enemies). The jungle and its famous residents invite you to join them in 
a story of friendship, courage and adventure.. Come and admire them in the fifth edition 
of the famous light festival. 
 
Meanwhile, the Théâtre Royal du Parc in Brussels is staging a musical adaptation of 
Kipling’s stories with ten actor-singers bringing the famous characters to life from 
December 13 through 31. 
 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Jungle_Book_(disambiguation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scout_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Baden-Powell,_1st_Baron_Baden-Powell
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A Puppy’s Christmas 

 
 

 

 
 
 

On the 11th Day of Christmas 

My Puppy gave to me: 

11 unwrapped presents, 

10 cards I should have posted, 

My wreath in 9 pieces, 

8 tiny reindeer fragments, 

7 scraps of paper, 

6 soggy ribbons, 

5 chewed-up stockings, 

4 broken candles, 

3 punctured ornaments, 

2 mangled puddings, 

And the fairy off the Christmas tree, 

 

On the Twelfth Day of Christmas 

My puppy gave to me, 

A dozen puppy kisses, 

And I forgot all about the other days. 
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SuDokus 
 
December puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 

November solutions 
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December Quiz 
 

 

 
1. Which is the third largest of the Channel Islands? 
2. Who was Liverpool’s skipper in the 2005 European Champions League triumph? 
3. In which Puccini opera does Mimi appear? 
4. How many sides has an octagon? 
5. Which type of calendar is used today in the western world? 
6. What instrument can be bass, electric or Spanish? 
7. Which club did Harry Redknapp manage first? 
8. Which female-named hurricane devastated New Orleans in September 2005? 
9. What do the numbers add up to on the opposite sides of a dice? 
10. Which city is said to have been founded by Romulus and Remus? 
11. In the zodiac, which animal is linked with Capricorn? 
12. How many years are involved in a silver anniversary? 
13. Which country originated the term “plonk” for Wine? 
14. What is the singer Adele’s surname? 
15. Which animal’s name comes first in the dictionary? 

 
 
 
November’s answers 
 

1. Mediterranean; 2. Australia, Africa; 3. Dime; 4.Dutch; 5. Orange; 6. Graffitti; 

7. South Pacific; 8. Apollo XI; 9. Nigel Benn; 10. Donna; 11. Epidural; 12. Nicotine; 

13. Glen Cambell; 14. Libra; 15. India 
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December Crossword 
 

 
 

Across 
1. Ploy (6); 4. Requiring secret knowledge (6); 9. Disapproves (7); 10. Angry (5); 
11. Land measure (4); 12. Perplexing (8); 14. Disney cartoon character (5);  
16. Mournful poem (5); 20. Scorn (8); 21. Fencing sword (4); 24. Female relative (5); 
25. Pills (7); 26. Unmarried (6); 27. Precious stones (6). 
 
Down 
1. Worldwide (6); 2. US military officer (5); 3. Unit of length (4); 5. Precipitation (8); 
6. Astounding (7); 7. Come out into view (6); 8. Ordinary (5); 13. Celestial (8); 
15. Lamp (7); 17. Parts of a play (6); 18. Catches sight of (5); 19. Creatures (6); 
22. Fragment (5); 23. Woodwind instrument (4) 
 
November solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: Mr Martin Shearman CVO, HM Ambassador to Belgium 
  Committee for  2019/2020: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 

 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Suzanne van Eersel 
Dambruggestraat 85 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel :03 233 42 51 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
vacant 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
mailto:mabel1baker@gmail.com
mailto:jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
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