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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

7th February Roma : Clouseau 30 

16th February ABCA Cheese and Wine party 

18th February Sportpaleis : Volleyball Cup Finals 

28th February ABCA Open evening 

 
Advance Notice: 
 

18th March  ABCA : Visit to Havenshuis 

  

8th April ABCA Easter lunch – Hotel Basiliek 

25th April ABCA AGM 

  

 
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 
 

 
Printed by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 
2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 

Dear Members, 
 
February already – how time flies ! 
The Valentine cheese and wine party looks very inviting – check it out. 
 
For those of you feeling under the weather – get well soon and get in touch 
for a chat or a visit. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 

Mary Ann Marinus 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the month 
 

The world today doesn't make sense, so why should I paint 
pictures that do?  Pablo Picasso 

 

 
 
 
 

Annual donations to Charities 
 
We welcome your suggestions for suitable charities in the Antwerp region.  Drop a line 
to anyone on the Committee. 
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Membership matters 

 

Subscriptions reminder 
 

The subscription for 2018 is due from the 1st of January. If you have already paid, you 
may ignore this message, otherwise: 

 
Single subscription:   €20 
Double (2 at same address): €34 
 
Please transfer to the ABCA bank account BE11 2200 3243 8048 
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Subscriptions paid 

23rd December – 22nd January 
 
Ann Babb-Edwards 
Suzanne Barberis 
Jos & Maritje Beyers-Vandermeulen 
Georges Block 
Bob & Mary Ann Chambers-Marinus 
Steve & Suzy Cook-Van Eersel 
Leslie Cornwell-Vermylen 
Ivo & Julie Daniels-Thompson 
Raymond De Backer 
Mabel & Bob De Bruycker-Baker 
Marthe Dequinze 
Godelieve Dijkers-Larsen 
Margaret & Ton du Maine-Simpson 
Michael Dury 
David A Elliot 
Peter & Shirley Fletcher Smith 
Gerry & Rita Gallagher-Daems 
John Gardner 
Heather Hartung (ABIW) 
Greet Jansen 
Dora Jolly-de Ruyter 
Stephen Libbrecht 
Freddy & Patricia Meulenbrouck-
Drappier 

Vicky Mizu 
David Myers 
David & Mylène Nutter-Roels 
Beryl Rhodes 
Jeannine Ruck-Vanhout 
Isabel Schneider 
Anne Schyvens 
Laura Schyvens-Hanratty 
Michael & Maureen Smith 
Tony Snelling 
Roger C. Spicer 
Marina Stevens 
Frank Tickle 
Marc & Rosalind Tulfer-Athernought 
Guido Van den Bergh 
Brigitte & Denyse Van den Bogaert 
Chris Van Der Kaa 
August Van der Steen 
Julien & Rita Van Noten-De Ceuster 
Roger & Jean Verschueren-Davies 
Marjorie Williams 
Roger Wils 
 

 
Please let me (Margaret) know if you think you have paid, but are not on the list. 
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Valentine Cheese & Wine Party : 
16th February 

 

 
Instead of giving the love of your life a box of chocolates this Valentine’s Day, why not 
bring him or her to the ABCA Valentine cheese & wine party at the Highlander on Friday 
16th February?   Come along and join the party. 
 
Cost is € 25 per person for members, € 27 for non-members.  Bank transfer by 13th 
February please to the ABCA bank account number: BE11 2200 3243 8048.   
Venue: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerp.   Time 19h30. 
 
 

Save the Date: 

Visit to Havenhuis : March 18th ! 
 

 

 
Demand has been so great that it took months before ABCA was able to book a date for 
a guided tour to the prestigious new Havenhuis ! 
 
More details to follow in the March newsletter.  
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Eros 

 
(Cupid and Psyche by François Gérard 1798) 

 

Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind 
And therefore is winged Cupid painted blind. 
Nor hath love's mind of any judgement taste; 

Wings and no eyes figure unheedy haste. 
And therefore is love said to be a child 
Because in choice he is so oft beguiled. 

 
Thus did Shakespeare describe the Roman god of love in a Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Cupid was the Roman counterpart of the more ancient Eros, the Greek god of desire and 
eroticism. Eros is generally portrayed as a slender winged youth in Classical Greek art. 
Over time he acquired the bow and arrow that represent his source of power: a person, 
or even a deity, who is shot by his arrow is filled with uncontrollable desire. In 
contemporary culture Cupid is shown drawing his bow to inspire romantic love, often as 
an icon of St Valentine's Day. Cupid/Eros is winged, allegedly, because lovers are flighty 
and likely to change their minds, and boyish because love is irrational. He carries two kinds 
of arrows, one with a sharp golden point, and another with a blunt tip of lead. A person 
wounded by the golden arrow is filled with uncontrollable desire, but the one struck by 
the lead feels aversion and desires only to flee.  
 
The use of these arrows is described by the Latin poet Ovid in the first book of his 
Metamorphoses. When Apollo taunts Cupid as the lesser archer, Cupid shoots him with 
the golden arrow, but strikes the object of his desire, the nymph, Daphne, with the lead. 
Trapped by Apollo's unwanted advances, Daphne prays for help to her father, the river 
god Peneus, who turns her into a laurel, the tree sacred to Apollo. It is the first of several 
unsuccessful or tragic love affairs for Apollo.  
 
In depicting the "pious love" (amor pius) of Nisus and Euryalus in the Aeneid, Vergil has 
Nisus wonder: “Is it the gods who put passion in men's mind, Euryalus, or does each 
person's fierce desire (cupido) become his own God?”  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bow_and_arrow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentine%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustan_literature_(ancient_Rome)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metamorphoses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daphne_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peneus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nisus_and_Euryalus
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Pelléas and Mélisande 

 
 
While on the subject of love…. 
 
Maurice Maeterlinck (29 August 1862 – 6 May 1949) was a Belgian playwright, poet, 
and essayist who was Flemish but wrote in French. In 1911 he was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Literature "in appreciation of his many-sided literary activities, and especially of 
his dramatic works, which are distinguished by a wealth of imagination and by a poetic 
fancy, which reveals, sometimes in the guise of a fairy tale, a deep inspiration, while in a 
mysterious way they appeal to the readers' own feelings and stimulate their imaginations".  
His plays form an important part of the Symbolist movement. Pelléas and Mélisande is 
one of his fairytale plays and a love story for the month of St. Valentine.  
 
"One evening, I found her, crying at the edge of a spring, in the forest in which I was 
lost," writes Prince Golaud to his half-brother Pelléas in a letter. The only information 
Golaud found out about the mysterious woman is that her name is Mélisande. They are 
married and after several months, return home to Allemonde. Very quickly an unpleasant 
love triangle arises between the two half-brothers and Mélisande. Pelléas is a soulmate for 
Mélisande. By contrast, Golaud frightens her by reacting with incomprehension and terror 
to her silent and inscrutable nature. Golaud's jealousy will bring the passion between the 
two lovers to an abrupt end.  
 
The play inspired French composer Claude Debussy to create an evocative and highly 
poetic opera for which he used virtually the entire original text of the play.. Opera 
Vlaanderen presents 'Pelléas et Mélisande' in 2018, the year marking the centenary of 
Debussy's death. Direction and choreography will be provided by Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 
and Damien Jalet. For the staging, they will be collaborating with the world-famous 
performance artist Marina Abramović.  
 
Venue:Opera Vlaanderen 
Antwerp:  February 2, 4, 6, 10 & 13 - Ghent: February 23, 25, 27, March 1, 3, 4  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playwright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essayist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symbolism_(arts)
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Pompeii The Immortal City 

 

The Museum of Europe, in collaboration with Tempora and its Italian partner Civita, 
has organized an exceptional exhibition in Brussels: ‘Pompeii: the Immortal City. All 
the latest techniques of modern-day museology have been applied to bring to life this 
ancient and iconic city. The Museo Galileo Firenze and the Museo archeologico nazionale di 
Napoli have created scientific scenarios within the exhibition which plunges the visitor into 
the heart of the drama and the ruins of the ancient city. Spectacular immersive 
moments allow the visitor to experience the destruction of the city and to identify with its 
inhabitants, immobilized by the volcano’s ashes. Over one hundred archaeological 
items originating from the site, including a large number exhibited for the first time, 
highlight the knowledge Romans had about nature as well as their scientific and technical 
know-how at the moment Vesuvius erupted in 79 A.D. Roman historians give the date as 
24 August 79 AD, a day after the festival of Vulcania, ironically dedicated to the god of 
fire – and volcanoes – Vulcan. 
 
Pliny the Younger provided a first-hand account of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius from 
his position at Misenum across the Bay of Naples . His uncle, Pliny the Elder, died while 
attempting to rescue stranded victims. As admiral of the fleet, Pliny the Elder had ordered 
the ships of the Imperial Navy stationed at Misenum to cross the bay to assist evacuation 
attempts. A first-class exhibition for the post-festive season. 
 
Until April 15, 2018 
Venue: Palais de la Bourse/Beurs van Brussel, 1000 Brussels 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 09h30 to 17h30 
Weekends, school holidays and public holidays: from 10h00 to 19h00 (last entry 90 mins 
before closing time). 
Further information:  
www.expo-pompeii.be or by email to info@expo-pompeii.be 
Tel: +32 (0)2 549 60 49  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliny_the_Younger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Naples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pliny_the_Elder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miseno
http://www.expo-pompeii.be/
mailto:info@expo-pompeii.be
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Magritte & Contemporary Art 
 

 

 

A number of exhibitions have been held in Belgium to commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the death of the artist Magritte. Magritte, Broodthaers & Contemporary Art is the 
latest. Magritte continues to challenge our certainties and view of objects. Far ahead of his 
time, his mysterious and interrogative work continues to influence the artistic world from 
pop and conceptual art to the most contemporary creations. This exhibition highlights his 
legacy through dialogue between the original works of Magritte and their interpretation by 
modern and contemporary artists. 

 
Marcel Broodthaers undoubtedly best embodies this artistic affiliation: his reflections 
concern both the status of the object and that of language. Other artists such as Andy 
Warhol, Jasper Johns, Robert Rauschenberg, Ed Ruscha, César, Sean Landers, David 
Altmejd, George Condo and Gavin Turk renew our understanding of Belgium’s greatest 
surrealist. 

Over 150 paintings, sculptures, installations, drawings, photographs, films and archival 
documents are gathered together in this unique exhibition. The experience is further 
explored in the Musée Magritte Museum, where current creations interact with the world’s 
largest collection of works by Magritte. 

Exceptionally this exhibition is open every day. For the occasion, the Magritte 
Museum will also be open 7/7, to 18.02.2018. 

A creative workshop is free and accessible to everyone.  

Venue: Museum of Fine Arts, Rue de la Régence 3, 1000 Brussels 
Tel: 02/508 32 11 
Hours: Monday - Friday: 10:00 - 17:00 
Weekends: 11:00 - 18:00 
Until February 18, 2018 
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Cupid’s Kiss  

 

 
 

 

From cards and boxes of chocolates to posters, it’s hard to escape Cupid’s image on St 
Valentine’s Day. But what exactly would the Roman god of love suggest you drink before 
that special Valentine’s dinner? The answer is, of course, Cupid’s Kiss, a cocktail fit for 
the gods.  
 
Ingredients: 
 

• Half a litre of champagne -  
• 1/2 cup grapefruit juice 
• 1/4 cup pomegranate seeds 
• 200 ml vodka 
• 200 ml water 
• Pink food dye 
• 2 Strawberries 

 
1. A few hours before you plan to make the cocktails, prepare the vodka ice 

cubes. 
2. Stir 200 ml of vodka with the water and dye to your preferred shade with the 

pink food dye. Pour into heart shaped ice cubes and freeze for 4 hours or 
overnight. 

3. It's also helpful to deseed your pomegranate beforehand – you can do this by 
cutting the pomegranate in half, holding it over a bowl filled 1/4 of the way with 
cold water and whacking the back of the pomegranate with a wooden spoon, 
letting the seeds drop into the water. 

4. When ready to serve, place your ice cubes and pomegranate seeds in your 
champagne flutes. Fill each with 200 ml of grapefruit juice, then skewer your 
strawberries and place on top. 

5. Top up with champagne and enjoy immediately. 
6. Serves 4.  
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Winterspring 

 
 

 
 

 
Is it winter? Is it spring? 

I don’t think I know. 

Calendar says – Spring is here. 

Weatherman says – Snow. 

And the snowflakes fall 

As the snowdrops grow. 

Wear a coat. 

Take it off? 

Robin on a snowman. 

Is it winter? Is it spring? 

I don’t think I know. 

(Amy Ludwig Vanderwater) 

 

** 

You sway in celebration 

Dancing lightly in the breeze 

The weather has a delicate  

And sudden tiny sneeze 

Good morning little Snowdrop, so full of hope and grace 

How wonderful to welcome your gentle, smiling face 
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SuDokus 
 
February puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 
 

January solutions 
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February Quiz 

 
 
 

1. Which ancestor of Noah is also the name of an oversized Champagne bottle that holds 
six litres? 
2. Which Apollo 11 astronaut did not set foot on the moon? 
3. FC Liverpool's signature song 'You'll Never Walk Alone' stems from which musical? 
4. Which cocktail, named after a city, was invented by the Raffles Hotel barkeeper Ngiam 
Tong Boon in 1915? 
5. Spats Columbo is the bad guy in which popular black and white film? 
6. Which James Bond theme song that starts with the words "Meeting you" was the only 
007 theme song to reach number one in the US charts? 
7. Which national team introduced 'Total Football' at the 1974 FIFA World Cup in 
Germany? 
8. According to legend, which man rode horses named Llamrei, Hengroen and 
Passelande? 
9. What is the Greek word for fire? 
10. The rule of thumb or principle telling us that the simplest explanation is more likely 
the correct one is known as Occam's what? 
11. In which US state did the Battle of Little Big Horn take place? 
12. Which British fashion designer does one associate with the invention of the mini skirt 
and hot pants? 
13. The United States of America has formally declared war on five different occasions 
against ten countries. Can you name the first three countries? One point for each correct 
answer. 
14. What kind of orange is used to flavour Earl Grey tea? 
15. Which 2007 film, the third in a series, was the most expensive Hollywood film ever 
made? 
 
January  Answers 
 
1. Gregorian Calendar; 2. Lunar; 3. Jewish; 4.First fruits; 5. March 25th; 6. Gates and 
doors; 7. February; 8. Janus; 9. Eggs; 10. Flooding of Nile; 11. Lantern Festival 
12. Cleaning every part of the house 
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February Crossword 
 

 
 

Across 
1. Meteorological conditions (7); 5. Accolade (5); 8. Conclusion (3); 9. Submersible 
warship (9); 10. Task (5); 11. Alphabetic character (7); 12. Guide (5); 14. Square root of 
forty-nine (5); 19. Tableland (7); 21. Hoard (5); 22. Disregarded (9);  
23. Small vegetable (3); 24. Happening (5); 25. Sincere (7) 
 
Down 
1. Twist (6); 2. Gruelling (7); 3. Overly eager speed (5); 4. Burrowing mammal (6); 
5. Greed (7); 6. Exculpation (5); 7. Resides (6); 13. Component (7); 15. Fugitive (7); 
16. Parazoan (6); 17. Chelonian reptile (6); 18. Leave (6); 20. Slant (5); 
21. Aromatic wood (5) 
 
January solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for 2017/2018: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Nadine Hechtermans 
Lispersteenweg 219 
2500 Lier 
tel: 03 480 34 77 
nadine.hechtermans@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Stephanie Hughes 
Maarschalk Gerardstraat 21, 
bus 1 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0484661331 
stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.be 

Committee Member 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.be 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 
 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com
mailto:stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.b
mailto:mabel1baker@gmail.com
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
mailto:chaplain@boniface.be
mailto:brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
mailto:ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com
http://www.antwerpen.be/

