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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

2-11 March Antwerp Chocolate Week 

18th March  ABCA : Visit to Havenshuis – see details page 6 

25th March RBL Spring Lunch 

25th March Summertime starts 

 
Advance Notice: 
 

1st April Easter Sunday 

8th April ABCA Easter lunch – Hotel Basiliek 

25th April ABCA  AGM 

  

18-21 May BATS hosting FEATS 

  

 
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 
 

 
Printed by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 
2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 

Dear Members, 
 
The first day of Spring will be celebrated by all of us fed up with the cold and winter.  
And then summertime starts and the clocks go forward. Hooray! 
 
Time to get out and about and hopefully enjoy a little sunshine. 
 
It’s also the time of year to remind members that membership dues need to be paid  
up before the AGM in April.     

 
Best wishes, 
 
 

Mary Ann Marinus 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the month 

 
I remember years ago when all I wanted was to be older.   How 

wrong I was !  Anonymous 
 
 
 

Annual donations to Charities 
 
We welcome your suggestions for suitable charities in the Antwerp region.  Drop a line 
to anyone on the Committee. 
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Membership matters 
 

 
 

Subscriptions Reminder 
 

The subscription for 2018 is due from the 1st of January. If you have already paid, you 
may ignore this message, otherwise: 

 
Single subscription:   €20 
Double (2 at same address): €34 
 
Please transfer to the ABCA bank account BE11 2200 3243 8048 
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Subscriptions paid 

22nd January – 20th February 
 

 
 
 

 
Patricia Arn-Greenwood 
Ria Boonen 
Anneke Boyle 
Robert & Suzie Boyle-Mastbroek 
Chippy Castille-Erwteman 
Frans Frison 
Nadine Hechtermans 
John Lawrence 
Gwendoline J. Libbrecht, M.B.E. 

Jane McPherson 
Brian Millson 
Monika Morse 
Sue Nurse-Harrison 
Tom & Kathleen Restieaux-Van Hul 
Tony Shaw 
Freddy & Ann Theys-Bullaert 
R.S. Thompson 

 
There are still 21 people who do not seem to have paid their subscription for 2018 – are 
you one of them? 
 
Please let me (Margaret) know if you think you have paid, but are not on the list. Note 
that this list is only for payments received since 22nd January – previous newsletters had 
earlier payments. 
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Visit to the Havenhuis  

18th March, 2pm 
 

 

 
 

 
The Havenhuis is Antwerp’s latest architectural wonder. This hip building, with its roots 
firmly in the past, is the new headquarters of the Havenbedrijf, Antwerpen. It provides a 
new and innovative working environment for the 500 employees of the company while 
visitors can have a guided tour of the building and enjoy the panoramic view over the 
docks and the city.    
 
 
The lower part of the building was originally a fire brigade station situated at the 
furthermost point of the harbour. The renovation kept the original station and the spot 
has now been designated as the starting point for the whole of the harbour area to indicate 
the extensive growth of Antwerp docks. Together with the striking and modern upper 
storey in the form of a diamond – a monumental work from the famous architectural 
company Zaha Hadid Architects – it forms the complete Havenhuis and is a metaphor 
for the 21st century docklands - one with a rich past ready to take on the challenges of the 
future. 
 
 
Price : €12 per person – it’s on a first come first serve basis (only 15 places available) and 
payment confirms attendance – Bank account ABCA N° BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Please let Mary Ann or Margaret know to check availability. 
 
Time : We meet at the entrance at 1.45pm where the guide will pick us up. 
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ABCA Easter Lunch 

Sunday, 8th April 

 
Menu 

 
Cream of Asparagus soup 

 
Fillet of Lamb cooked in mild mustard sauce, trio of vegetables 

and croquette potatoes 
 

Ice-cream with fresh fruit 
 

Tea/coffee and refreshments 
 

Wine/water 

 
Cost for the Easter Lunch is €37.50pp for ABCA members and €39 for non-members – 
it is free if you are over 75 and a long-time ABCA member.  Payment, if relevant, should 
be made to the ABCA account N° BE11 2200 3243 8048.  Your transfer should be made 
by 4th April.  If you haven't received your personal invitation yet, it could be because we 
don't know that you have reached your 75th birthday… 
 
Venue:  Hotel De Basiliek,. Trooststraat 20-22, Edegem 
Time:   12h30 for 13h00  
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Snowdrops 

 
 
Snowdrop Day is celebrated in Russia on 1st March. Legend has it that the tiny 
flowers are the tears of winter snow melting into spring and that they bloom only on 
that day and you must go out into the forests at sunrise in order to see them. As a 
symbol of thanksgiving for the passing of winter, children pick bunches to give as gifts 
to parents and grandparents. Snowdrop Day originated in Siberia in the early 16th 
century. Today it is celebrated mainly in the northern hemisphere region of Russia, 
Canada, Greenland, Norway, Alaska, Sweden and Finland. 
 
On Snowdrop Day, families go out into the forest early in the morning and gather 
snowdrop flowers. (During that time, parents make muffins and croissants with hot 
herbal tea.) Then the children come to their parents’ house with the bouquet and place 
it in the middle of the table. Once the whole family is gathered, each takes turn to give 
thanks to mother nature saying for example, "I thank you mother nature for bringing 
the warm spring to us and let the harvest be good this year". After all (including the 
children) have taken their turn to speak they begin eating at a table decorated with 
snowdrops. 
 
In German legend when God created snow, He gave it the task of visiting the flowers 
of the earth to gather colors. All the flowers refused, until the snow visited the gentle 
snowdrop. Seeing that the snowdrop was a kind and generous soul, the snow decided 
to make a deal. In exchange for her color, the snow agreed to allow the snowdrop to 
bloom first every spring. The delicate snowdrop agreed and cheerfully blooms through 
the snow each spring. 
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Red Wealth – Soviet Design 
 

 
 
Soviet design started to develop during the second half of the twentieth century. On April 
28, 1962 the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union issued a decree "on improving the 
quality of goods in the fields of mechanical engineering and light industry by implementing 
design methods". This can be considered as the official date of the design system creation. 
In the early 1960s, a network of research institutes was established across the country. 
Each was subordinate to a specific ministry and was responsible for the development and 
implementation of art and design projects in a single region while special art and design 
bureaus and design departments were created at significant industrial enterprises. At the 
end of the 1970s, every sphere of industry had an organization responsible for the aesthetic 
qualities of their products. The design system covered the whole country and it had no 
counterparts in the West. It could not work perfectly due to the planned economy and the 
absence of market relations, but its importance in the development of industrial 
production, and the formation of the theory and methodology of design was enormous.  
 
In collaboration with the Moscow Design Museum, Soviet Design - Red Wealth is the 
first retrospective showcase bringing together daily objects and graphics designed in the 
USSR in the previous century. From the Fifties to the Moscow Olympic games (1980), 
the exhibition will feature iconic pieces of the Soviet lifestyle, examples of graphic and 
industrial design, technical drawings and prototypes made by Soviet designers from the 
Moscow Design Museum and private collections. The exhibition is divided into sections, 
each representing a certain aspect of a Soviet citizen’s life and material culture: childhood 
and leisure, sports and public events, visual communication and packaging design, 
furniture and household products, precision engineering and industrial production, as well 
as unique projects of the All-Union Research Institute of Technical Aesthetics (VNIITE).  
 
Venue: ADAM Brussels Design Museum, Belgiëplein 1, 1020 Brussels opposite Paleis 5 
de Heizel – open each day from 10h00 till 18h00 till May 21, 2018. 
 
Tel: +32 2 669 49 29 
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Antwerp Chocolate Week 

 

The Antwerp Chocolate Week is a taste-in for everyone who loves chocolate. You can do 
this either in a group or alone. Last year’s event was sold out very quickly and was a huge 
success. This year the chocoholics’ heaven stretches from Friday March 2 through 
Sunday, March 11. 

Chocolate Pass 

However to take part you will need a Chocolate Pass You can purchase this from the more 
than 20 chocolatiers taking part in the festival or from the Antwerp Tourist Office on the 
Grote Markt or at Central Station. 

The Chocolate Pass costs 10 Euros and includes 10 coupons with which you can have a 
tasting session at the chocolate shops taking part. The chocolates, coffees or ice-creams 
are all worth more than the coupons you have to give. You can only use two coupons per 
shop and normally will not be allowed to eat the purchases in-house. The Chocolate Pass 
also entitles you to receive information about the various companies taking part and an 
entrance ticket (worth 7 Euros) to the exhibition “Zout & Zoet” (Salt & Sweet), at the old 
post office above Mercado on the Groenplaats. 

Meanwhile in Knokke-Heist…. 
 
Top chocolatier, David Maenhout, won prestigious prizes at the World Final of the 
International Chocolate Awards last October. His Gin-Tonic and Orient (on the basis 
of creamy caramel and roasted sesame) won gold, while his Peanuts & Co. and Tokyo 
Dreams won silver. 
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An Inspector Calls 

 

 
 

An Inspector Calls is a play written by English dramatist J. B. Priestley, first performed 
in 1945 in the Soviet Union and in 1946 in the UK. It is one of Priestley's best known 
works for the stage, and is considered to be one of the classics of mid-20th century English 
theatre.  
 
The play is a three-act drama, which takes place on a single night in April 1912, focusing 
on the prosperous upper middle-class Birling family, who live in a comfortable home in 
the fictional town of Brumley, "an industrial city in the north Midlands". The family is 
visited by a man calling himself Inspector Goole, who questions the family about the 
suicide of a young working-class woman, Eva Smith (also known as Daisy Renton). The 
family is interrogated and revealed to have been responsible for the young woman's 
exploitation, abandonment and social ruin, effectively leading to her death. Long 
considered part of the repertory of classic "drawing room" theatre, the play has also been 
hailed as a scathing critique of the hypocrisies of Victorian/Edwardian English society 
and as an expression of Priestley's socialist political principles.  
 
An Inspector Calls was first performed in 1945 in the USSR in two theatres (the Kamerny 
Theatre in Moscow and Comedy Theatre in Leningrad) and had its British première in 
1946 at the New Theatre in London with Ralph Richardson as Inspector Goole, Harry 
Andrews as Gerald Croft, Margaret Leighton as Sheila Birling, Julien Mitchell as Arthur 
Birling, Marian Spencer as Sybil Birling and Alec Guinness as Eric Birling. 
 
The Fakkeltheater in Antwerp is staging a Dutch-language version in De Rode Zaal with 
Jan Schepens, Andrea Croonenberghs, Guillaume Devos, Dirk Bosschaert, Wim Van de 
Velde and Nathalie Wijnants. 
 
Dates: March 7 through April 1. Information and ‘Reservations exclusively through 
www.loge10.be 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dramatist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drawing_room_play
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No%C3%ABl_Coward_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Richardson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Andrews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Andrews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Leighton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alec_Guinness
http://www.loge10.be/
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I Found a Four-Leaf Clover 

 
 

I found a four-leaf clover 
and was happy with my find, 
but with time to think it over, 
I’ve entirely changed my mind. 

 
I smashed my fingers in a door, 

I dropped a dozen eggs, 
I slipped and tumbled to the floor, 

a dog nipped both my legs, 
 

When the kitten ripped the curtain, 
and the toast burst into flame, 

I was absolutely certain 
that the clover was to blame. 

 
I buried it discreetly 

in the middle of a field, 
now my luck has changed completely, 
and my wounds have almost healed. 

If I ever find another, 
I will simply let it be, 

or I’ll give it to my brother— 
he deserves it more than me. 
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SuDokus 
 
March puzzles 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

February solutions 
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March Quiz 

 
 

1. Which famous novel features two fictional islands called Lilliput and Blefuscu? 
2. Which planet takes around just 3 earth months to orbit the sun? 
3. What is a synonym? 
4. The Northwest Passage is a sea route connecting which two oceans? 
5. What is the only mammal on earth that can actively fly? 
6. What is the tallest building in America 
7. What song released in 1964 begins with the lyrics: “Hello darkness my old 

friend”? 
8. Can you place the following fractions in order beginning with the smallest first: 

6/9, 1/2, 7/8, 3/5? 
9. Who is known as the world's fastest 1000m sprinter? 
10. The Harmon Trophy is a set of three international trophies awarded annually to 

the world's most outstanding what? 
11. What the longest country in South America? 
12. Who did Adolf Hitler succeed as President of Germany? 
13. What is the title of Louisa May Alcott's 1868 children's novel based on the lives of 

four sisters? 
14. Can you unscramble the following letters to reveal a word that means quiet: 

LISTEN? 
15. What is the name of the character played by Keira Knightley in the 2005 movie 

Pride and Prejudice? 
 
February  Answers 
 
1. Methuselah; 2. Michael Collins; 3. Rogers and Hammerstein's 'Carousel';  
4. Singapore Sling; 5. Some Like It Hot; 6. A View To A Kill (Duran Duran);  
7. Holland; 8. King Arthur; 9. Pyro; 10. Occam's Razor; 11. Montana;  
12.. Mary Quant; 13. Great Britain (1812), Mexico (1846) and Spain (1898);  
14. Bergamot Orange; 15.. Pirates of the Caribbean, At the worlds end. 
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March Crossword 

 

 
 

Across 
1. Marine mammal (5): 4. Type of crossword (7); 8. Deviation from the rule (7); 
9. Fabric (5); 10. Rubbing or clash (8); 11. Woody plant (4); 13. Egyptian statue (6); 
14. Creatures (6); 17. Wander (4); 19. Expert on precious stones (8); 22. Decree (5); 
23. Inactivity (7; 24. Victory (7); 25. Larceny (5) 
 
Down 
1. Dock (5); 2. Get rid of (7); 3. Fastidious (8); 4. Former name of Sri Lanka (6); 
5. Shout (4); 6. Male singing voice (5); 7. Admit to (7); 12. Feeling remorse (8); 
13. Glut (7); 15. Take aback (7); 16. Social outcast (6); 18. Excuse (5); 20. Helps to raise 
dough (5); 21. Molecule (4) 
 

 
February solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for 2017/2018: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Nadine Hechtermans 
Lispersteenweg 219 
2500 Lier 
tel: 03 480 34 77 
nadine.hechtermans@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Stephanie Hughes 
Maarschalk Gerardstraat 21, 
bus 1 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0484661331 
stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.be 

Committee Member 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.be 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 
 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com
mailto:stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.b
mailto:mabel1baker@gmail.com
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
mailto:chaplain@boniface.be
mailto:brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
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