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Dates for your diary 

 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

April 2020 ABCA All events cancelled due to Covid-19 pandemic 

  

 
Advance Notice: 
31st May ABCA Beekeeping museum Kalmthout 

7th June ABCA Visit asparagus cultiviation 

21st July ABCA annual BBQ and garden party 

30th August ABCA annual mussels lunch 

27th September ABCA annual Challenge Quiz 

September ABCA Centenary reception 

 
 
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 Open Evenings:The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 03 226 91 80 
 
 
 
                                                         
                                                        Printed by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen 
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From our Chairman 

 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
It is the sensible thing to do and so we have cancelled the Easter lunch due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  We also cancelled the cajun lunch last week. 
 
If any of you need assistance with shopping or are feeling lonely in these difficult weeks, 
do get in touch. 
 
Our centenary reception has been re-scheduled to take place sometime in the Autumn.     
 
The other event planned this month was the AGM which we have postponed till the 
end June.     However, I’m sure your membership dues have been paid up!   
 
From all of us on the Committee, indulge a little at Easter and stay safe and healthy . 

 
 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Chairman 

 
 
 

Thought for the month 
  

You can't be happy unless you're unhappy sometimes" 
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Membership Matters 

 
 

New Member 

 
Alan and Marie Barnett 
Zorgcentrum St Lodewijk Service flat B16 
Kerkstraat 63 
2970 Schilde 
Tel : 03 620 28 65 
 

Change of Address 

 
Charlotte Thompson- Costa has moved. 
 
Her new address is: 
 
Gildekamerstraat 1, Bus 01 
2000 Antwerp 
Her phone number remains the same. 
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Subscriptions reminder 

€€€ 
 
The subscription for 2020 is due from the 1st of January. If you have already paid, you 
should ignore this message, otherwise: 

 
Single subscription:   €20 
Double (2 at same address): €34 
 

Please transfer to the ABCA bank account BE11 2200 3243 8048 
 

From January until April we publish the names of all those who paid in the previous 
month. After the AGM, anyone who has not paid is removed from the list of members. 
 
 
 

Subscriptions paid 

 
 

19 February – 20 March 2020: 
 

Alan & Marie Barnett 
Ria Boonen 

Anneke Boyle 

Raymond De Backer 
Desmond Johnstone 

Vicky Mizu 

Marthe Shaw-Vercammen 

Maria Van De Vloet-Wouters 
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ABCA Events 

 
 

Advance Notice: 

 
 

Trip to Beekeeping Museum in Kalmthout: discover the wonderful world of 
beekeeping on May 31st. More details in May’s newsletter. 
 

 
 

In June visit Lier to see the cultivation of asparagus with the possibility of buying some 
afterwards. Again more details in May’s newsletter. 
 
If you need car sharing for either or both of these events, please get in touch with Mary 
Ann. 

   

http://www.google.be/url?q=https://www.ufseeds.com/product/apollo-f1-asparagus-seeds/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi-yO_DjYvoAhURlosKHarnBPoQqoUBCCwwEg&usg=AOvVaw2aowjdyTgNu6YkGFUW9ZPj
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ABCA’s Centenary Reception 

Sadly this has been postponed due to the current circumstances. Those who have already 
paid will be refunded. We hope it will be possible to reschedule for the autumn – 
perhaps to coincide with the anniversary of the first AGM in October 1920. 
 

Easter Lunch 

 
The Easter lunch has had to be cancelled – we shall have to see if this also can be re-
scheduled – possibly not as Easter, but we can probably invent another excuse! 
 
 

In the meantime, help is on its way! 
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Annual General Meeting 

of the 

ANTWERP BRITISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
VZW 

See note below 

Reminder 

This year’s AGM will take place on June 24th, 2020 at the Highlander on the Stadswaag. 
The AGM starts at 8.30 pm, but the evening will begin at our usual Open Evening time 
of 7.30 pm.  

Remember: unless your membership for the current year is fully paid, you cannot 
vote at the AGM, stand for Committee or nominate anyone else to stand; and 
following the AGM, your membership will cease. For your information, Committee 
members are elected for a term of two years, after which they have to be re-elected. The 
following Committee member is willing to stand for election having served a two-year 
term: 

Mary Ann Marinus 

The following have served one year of a two-year term on the Committee and therefore 
can remain on the Committee without having to be re-elected: 

Mabel Baker 
Jill Barnard 
Margaret du Maine 
Suzanne Van Eersel 
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Annual donations to Charities 

We welcome your suggestions for suitable charities in the Antwerp region. Drop a line 
to the Chairman or anyone on the Committee ! 

(The Committee's choice of charities is as always : Kamiano, the British Charitable Fund 
and Moeders voor Moeders.) 

Nomination form 

I, a Full Member of ABCA and thus able to nominate up to six Full Members of ABCA 
for the 2020/2021 Committee, nominate the following, all of whom have confirmed to 
me their willingness to stand for election. 

Nominee (in block letters) Nominated by (in block letters) 

1 

 2 

3 

4 (signature below) 

5 
 

6 

 

For obvious reasons we consider it unwise to hold the AGM physically, 
so it will have to be a digital occasion.Further details will have to follow 

when we know how we are going to do this. 
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100 Years of ABCA 

 
In April, ABCA will celebrate its Centenary. The first General Meeting was held in 
Antwerp on October 21, 1920. 
 
ABCA at that time was a very much more structured society with a number of different 
sections within the club. According to the first (handwritten) minutes the Object of the 
Meeting was “To consider the election of the Standing Committee of the British 
Colony.” 
 
“The Committee would also render service to the Community in considering the 
problems connected with the well-being of the younger section, especially in connection 
with sports.” 
 
Sections were: 

• Shipping Section 

• Industrial & Commercial Section 

• Banking Section 

• Sports Section 
 
There were also: 

• Representing Consulate Staff 

• Ex- Officio Members 
 
A decision was made to appoint an Assistant Secretary at a salary to be agreed.The 
Consul General kindly offered to put a room at the office of Consul General at the 
disposal of the Committee which was accepted with thanks. 
 
For the past hundred years ABCA has been a great charitable and social club, not just 
for British expatriates but also for its Belgian members. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ABCA 
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April Rain Cocktail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What better way to celebrate ABCA’s centenary than to raise a toast? 

Light, refreshing, and just slightly dry, the April Rain Cocktail is a wonderful drink that's 
sure to put you in a spring mood. It's a simple variation on the vodka martini that gives 
the popular cocktail a lime twist. 

This recipe has a drier profile than other lime-flavored martinis. The only sweetness 
comes from the lime juice, which simultaneously adds a little sour to the drink. It's 
uplifting and a nice change from the sweet, fruity vodka martinis that are so popular. 

The April Rain makes an excellent dinner cocktail. Enjoy one before the meal as 
an aperitif or with dinner as it's a delightful palate cleanser for any type of food, even spicy 
dishes. 

Ingredients 

• 60 ml vodka 
• 15 ml lime juice (fresh) 
• 15 ml vermouth 
• Garnish: lime peel 

Steps to Make It 

1. In a cocktail shaker filled with ice cubes, pour the vodka, lime juice, and dry 
vermouth. 

2. Shake well. 
3. Strain into a chilled cocktail glass. 
4. Garnish with a lime peel. 
5. Serve and enjoy! 

  

  

https://www.thespruceeats.com/vodka-martini-recipe-760983
https://www.thespruceeats.com/key-lime-pie-martini-761087
https://www.thespruceeats.com/fun-and-fruity-vodka-martinis-759000
https://www.thespruceeats.com/impressive-before-dinner-cocktails-759890
https://www.thespruceeats.com/what-is-an-aperitif-759924
https://www.thespruceeats.com/determining-cocktail-alcohol-proof-760307
https://www.thespruceeats.com/vodka-101-760707
https://www.thespruceeats.com/best-bar-tools-4154467
https://www.thespruceeats.com/how-to-shake-cocktails-760319
https://www.thespruceeats.com/how-to-strain-cocktails-759342
https://www.thespruceeats.com/bar-glassware-tour-759984
https://www.thespruceeats.com/cut-citrus-garnishes-for-cocktails-759982
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April 

 

 
 

 
"The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 

You know how it is with an April day. 

When the sun is out and the wind is still, 

You're one month on in the middle of May. 

But if you so much as dare to speak, 

a cloud comes over the sunlit arch, 

And wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you're two months back in the middle of March." 

 

 Robert Frost, Two Tramps in Mud Time, 1926 

 

 

"The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another.  The difference 

between them is sometimes as great as a month."  

 

Henry Van Dyke 
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Sudokus 

 
April puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 
 

March solutions 

 
 

 
 

 
 



14 

April Quiz 

 
 
 

1. What does the month April mean? 

2. What is the gem associated with April? 

3. What is an April Fool called in France? 

4. Which flower is considered the flower for April? 

5. Easter is always in April, true or false? 

6. What day does April 22 celebrate? 

7. Which of the following countries  does not have a Independence Day in April?  

Namibia, Togo, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe? 

8. Who is remembered on April 23rd? 

9. Who wrote “Oh to be in England now that April’s here?” 

10. According to T. S. Eliot what word best describes April? 

11. The American Civil War began in April of which year? 

12. The first man in space orbited the earth on April 12th of which year? 

 
 

March’s answers 
1. The Philippines; 2;  Narnia, 3.Grover Cleveland; 4.  Russian: 5. Milan; 6. The Bee 
Gees; 7. Sloth;8.Theseus; 9. They are men-only; 10.Mulan; 11. William III (of Orange) 
and Mary II; 12. Djibouti; 13. Loki; 14. The Rosetta Stone;15. Taiga 

 
 
February’s answers : (apologies for showing January’s answers in error last 
month) 
1.Nine; 2 Anode; 3 Butterfly; 4 ix; 5 “The Revenant”6. Doe; 7. Hands; 8. Elton John; 9. 
Jason Bateman; 10. Ten; 11. LXXVII, 12. Cecilia; 13. Flock together; 14.. The Taming 
of. the Shrew; 15. The brain 
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April Crossword 

 
 
Across 
1. Young person (5); 4. Sharp pointed implements (7); 8. Butterfly larva (11); 
9. Exhilarated (8); 10. Yield (4); 12. Humble (6); 13. Ineffectual (6);  
16. Movable barrier (4); 18. Drover (8); 21. Glorious (11); 22. Scaling devices (7); 
23. Surface boundaries (5) 
 
Down 
1. Luxury craft (5); 2. Articulated (7); 3. Innocuous (8); 4. Disturbances (6); 5. Snakelike 
fish (4); 6. Big (5), 7. Earnest (7); 11. Sudden unexpected event (8); 12. Sorcerous (7); 
14. Mass of frozen water (7); 15. Furniture items (6); 17. Diffident (5); 19. Days of the 
month (5); 20. Fiend (4) 
 
March solution 
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Useful Information 

  Patron: Mr Martin Shearman CVO, HM Ambassador to Belgium 
  Committee for  2019/2020: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.c
om 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 
 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Suzanne van Eersel 
Dambruggestraat 85 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel :03 233 42 51 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@tel
enet.be 

Committee Member 
vacant 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.c
om 
ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.co 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you 
particularly like, anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be 
submitted to the editor by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 
Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
12 months advertising, pay for only 10!  Contact the Newsletter Editor  
ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements 
placed by third parties. 
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