
                                                                

ANTWERP BRITISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION vzw
Maandelijkse Newsletter – mei 2018

Verschijnt niet in juli
Verantwoordelijk uitgever:

Mary Ann Marinus, Frankrijklei 94/b14-15, 2000 Antwerpen
Afgiftekantoor 2000 Antwerpen 1

POO8284

CONTENTS

Dates for your diary..............................................................................................................2
From our Chairman..............................................................................................................3
Thought for the month...........................................................................................................3
Membership matters..............................................................................................................4
Subscriptions paid.................................................................................................................4
Advance Notice : 17th June....................................................................................................5
ABCA Outing : 27th May........................................................................................................6
FEATS Festival.....................................................................................................................7
Noël Coward at the Fakkel....................................................................................................8
Pretty Villages.......................................................................................................................9
The Water Gardens of Annevoie.........................................................................................10
Spanish Still Life..................................................................................................................11
When Flowers Wake............................................................................................................12
SuDokus...............................................................................................................................13
May Quiz.............................................................................................................................14
May Crossword...................................................................................................................15
Useful Information..............................................................................................................16



Dates for your diary

ABCA events in BOLD type

1st May DIVA (Diamond Museum) opens on Suikerrui
15th May Sportpaleis : Marco Borsato
18-21 May BATS hosting FEATS

Advance Notice:

17th June ABCA : brunch at the Red Star Line
21st July ABCA : bbq & summer party
26th August ABCA :annual mussels lunch
30th September ABCA : visit to museum De Reede

ABCA Antwerp British Community Association:
For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24
For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings)

Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80)

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/.
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks

Printed by:

Lange Vlierstraat 35,
2000 Antwerpen

http://www.abiw.org/


From our Chairman

Dear Members,

The Easter lunch was well attended and the tombola raised some extra funds for our 
benevolent activities.

I would like to thank once again those who give their time and energy to help us run 
ABCA for you.  The minutes of the AGM, which was last Wednesday  will be in the 
next newsletter - to keep you up to speed with what we’re doing and have done.
 
This month we’re off to the new Diamond Museum for what promises a very 
interesting afternoon.  Do try to come.

To all our members sick at home or in hospital,  get well soon.

Best wishes,

Mary Ann Marinus
Chairman

Thought for the month
                                    
                                   Happiness     without reason is bliss.     
                                                                                             (Anonymous)

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Happiness_without_reason_is_bliss./750604/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Happiness_without_reason_is_bliss./750604/


Membership matters

Subscriptions paid
20th March to 13th April

Freija Geurts
A. Little-Robinson
Martin Southam
Michel Stuyts & Reginald De Plaen
George & Elaine Thompson-Mosley

Please let me (Margaret) know if you think you have paid, but are not on the list. 
Note that this list is only for payments received since 20th March – previous 
newsletters had earlier payments.

If you have not appeared on any of the payment lists this year, please note
that it will be assumed that you no longer wish to be a member.



Advance Notice : 17th June

For the June outing, ABCA is organising an event at the Red Star Line Museum.
Come and join us for a delicious brunch with bubbles from 11h00 till 14h00.

 Date for your diary : Sunday 17th June - more details with June’s newsletter.

And cementing Antwerp’s reputation, the organization Hip Hangout has named Het
Eilandje the 8th coolest spot in Europe.

Grab a coffee at  The Black & Yellow Coffee Bar or satisfy your foodie needs at
Felix Pakhuis. ‘t Eilandje is bursting with old warehouses that used to store tobacco,
grain and coffee but have now been turned into bars and restaurants and at Felix
Pakhuis you can savour delicious food in the shadow of the iconic MAS.



ABCA Outing : 27th May

In  the  former  folklore  and  ethnographic  museums  on  the  Suikerrui  and
Gildekamersstraat, the Province of Antwerp has created “DIVA, Antwerp Home of
Diamonds”. DIVA promises to be a unique experience illustrating the BrillAntwerp
Story.  From May  7,  2018  visitors  can  marvel  at  the  extraordinary  collection  of
diamonds, jewellery and silverware in this new, modern museum.

DIVA  paints  a  picture  of  craftsmanship  and  history  by  means  of  the  authentic
diamonds  jewellery  and  silver  objects  on  display.  Fascinating  stories,  intense
emotions and impressive sets are the trademark of the exhibition. To spice up the
story, DIVA threw in her lot with director and scriptwriter Frank Van Laecke and his
team. They created DIVA’s butler who opens the doors and introduces each theme,
giving visitors a glimpse into DIVA’s world. Furthermore, fictitious stories highlight
fourteen chefs-d’oeuvre from the DIVA collection, items such as the owl cup and the
famous  peacock  brooch.  Interior  designer  Gert  Voorjans  has  created  a Room  of
Wonder, a contemporary interpretation of a cabinet of curiosities, exuding luxury and
exoticism. Set designer Carla Jansen Höfelt will be working her magic on the other
five rooms in DIVA’s house. Together they tell the ‘BrillAntwerp Story’.   

The doors of DIVA’s permanent collection in the Gildekamersstraat swing open at
the  beginning  of  May,  enabling  visitors  to  relive  Antwerp’s  story  of  diamonds,
jewellery  and  silverware  in  all  its  splendour  during  the  lavish  opening  weekend
celebrations. DIVA, Antwerp Home of Diamonds will be open every day from 10 to
18.00 hrs except on Wednesdays.

Price : €10 per person – it’s on a first come first serve basis and payment confirms 
attendance – Bank account ABCA N° BE11 2200 3243 8048.  Please let Mary Ann 
or Margaret know to check availability.



FEATS Festival

The FEATS Festival this year is being hosted by Antwerp’s very own BATS so they
will not be staging an entry for the 2018 competition. Below is the list of the twelve
groups  participating  in  the  main  event  of  this  Anglophone  festival  of  Amateur
Dramatics. Although BATS will absent, Belgium is well represented by the American
Theatre Company, The Brussels  Shakespeare Society,  The English Youth Theatre
and the The Irish Theatre Group. The venue will be De Rode Zaal,  Fakkeltheater
and not the Arendschouwburg as in previous years. Tickets can be ordered directly
from the theatre tel: 070/246 036.

 AATG: Anglo American Theatre Group – The Hague, Netherlands

 ATC: American Theatre Company – Brussels, Belgium

 BSS: Brussels Shakespeare Society – Brussels, Belgium

 BUSC: Bonn University Shakespeare Company – Bonn, Germany

 EYT: English Youth Theatre – Brussels, Belgium

 FEST: Frankfurt English Speaking Theatre – Frankfurt, Germany

 Het Homerostheater: – The Hague, Netherlands

 ITG: Irish Theatre Group – Brussels, Belgium

 LWTC: Lucerne World Theater Company – Lucerne, Switzerland

 Stockholm Players: –  Stockholm, Sweden

 The Bonn Players: – Bonn, Germany

 The Hamburg Players:– Hamburg, Germany



Noël Coward at the Fakkel

In  May  the  Fakkeltheater  will  also  be  producing, Blithe  Spirit, one  of  Noël
Coward’s great comic plays, in a Dutch-language version Heel Geestig.

Charles Condomine, a successful novelist, wishes to learn about the occult for a
novel he is writing and he arranges for the batty medium, Madame Arcati, to hold
a séance at his house. At the séance, she inadvertently summons Charles's first
wife, Elvira, who has been dead for seven years. Unaware of the ghost, Madame
Arcati leaves after the séance; only Charles can see or hear Elvira, and his second
wife, Ruth, does not believe that Elvira exists until a floating vase is handed to her
out of thin air. Elvira continues to make trouble and finally sabotagies Charles’s
car in the hope of killing him so that he will join her in the spirit world, but it is
Ruth who drives off and is killed.

Ruth's as yet invisible ghost immediately comes back for revenge on Elvira and
the house is in uproar. Charles calls Madame Arcati back to exorcise both of the
spirits, but instead of banishing them she unintentionally materialises Ruth. With
both his dead wives now fully visible, and neither of them in the best of tempers,
Charles, together with Madame Arcati, goes through séance after séance and spell
after spell trying to exorcise them. Eventually Charles is left seemingly in peace,
but Madame Arcati, hinting that the ghosts may still be around unseen, warns him
that he should go far away as soon as possible……

A famous film version of the play was made with Rex Harrison as Charles and
Margaret Rutherford as the indomitable Madame Arcati.

Venue: Fakkeltheater – Rode Zaal
Dates: May 30 through June 24
Reservations: Only from www.loge10.be – tel: 0489 15 13 17

http://www.loge10.be/


Pretty Villages

The Team Europe Tourism Promotion Committee, which consists of the Japanese
Association of Travel Agents (JATA), member companies, tourism offices of Europe
in Japan, tour operators, airlines and other related-organizations within Europe, has
selected “30 Beautiful Villages in Europe” as places to visit.

Forty-one villages in 28 countries were first selected from the initial number of 157
villages, by a vote of 300 travel staff, then a selection committee finally chose the
finalists: 30 villages of which one was Sint-Martens-Latem.

This village, together with  Deurle,  forms the municipality of Sint-Martens-Latem.
Deurle is a picturesque small village near the borders of the river Lys and was added
to Sint-Martens-Latem in 1977, Many well-known Flemish artists have lived in this
village, which is situated close to a forest. Today, it is one of the finest residential
areas around Ghent, with numerous restaurants and bistros.  Deurle’s historic center
largely remains intact  and boasts  several  small  white-painted houses  and a pretty
church surrounded by a little graveyard. In 2008, Deurle was elected as the most
beautiful village of the region

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Lys


The Water Gardens of Annevoie

The Annevoie Gardens (jardins d'annevoie) in the province of Namur are the only
water gardens in Belgium and are among the finest in Europe. Discover the water
gardens of the 18th century with their enchanting water features, walks along dozens
of  waterfalls  and  fountains,  pools,  ponds  and  stately  trees  laid  out  in  beautiful
symmetrical rows. (No pumps are used in the water flow.)  The Water Gardens of
Annevoie  reflect  the  history  of  the  de  Montpellier  family.  Jean  de  Montpellier
inherited  the  Annevoie  estate  and  his  son,  Charles-Alexis,  set  about  creating  the
gardens based on the inspiration he gained from his many travels throughout Europe.
The  works  started  in  1758  and  the  concept  of  the  gardens  is  based  on  three
philosophies: 

The French style or “art corrects nature”:
Architecture, avoiding all curves, in order to create long and majestic perspectives.
The Gardens look like a painting, e.g.: the Drive of Flowers, the Grand Drive, the
French Cascade
The Italian style or “art adapts to nature”:
Architecture that brings out variety, contrast and surprise effects.
Contrary to the French style, this layout preserves the curves and differences in level, 
which are integrated into the landscape. Water is considered to be the soul of the 
gardens, e.g.: The hornbeam lane, the Artichoke Pond, the castle’s curve.
The English style or “art imitates nature”: 
Architecture trying to reproduce the natural effects artificially, in line with Jean-
Jacques Rousseau’s and the English Romanticism’s “back to nature”, e.g.: the 
English Cascade and Neptune’s Cave which were “created” from scratch.
 In 1930 the Gardens were opened to the general public. The estate has since been 
declared a major Walloon Heritage site.



Spanish Still Life

(Juan Sanchez Cotan; Quince, Cabbage, Melon, and Cucumber; ca. 1602)

BOZAR is hosting an ambitious exhibition aimed at offering a unique glimpse into
the variety and opulence of  Spanish still  life  paintings.  Eighty works by Spanish
masters  are  arranged  in  a  chronological  overview,  from  the  17th century  to  the
present-day.  The still  life paintings of great  and universally acknowledged artists,
such as Cotán, Velázquez, Goya, Picasso, Miró and Dalí are shown alongside works
by their predecessors and contemporaries, providing the most comprehensive picture
possible of this genre and its evolution. Spanish still life holds a particular position in
a European context. While the Flemish and Italian influence is very evident, early
Spanish specialists of the still life developed a visual language of their own. The plain
and simple style of  the seventeenth-century ‘bodegónes’  represents  a  peak in the
genre’s history.
The huge variety of objects portrayed, such as tables decorated with foods, fruits or
game,  florals,  vanitas  paintings,  trompe l’oeils,  and even cooking scenes  –  often
have symbolic  meaning and  teem  with moralising  messages.  Still  life  also
experienced a fascinating evolution: from its huge growth and expansion in the lavish
Baroque years to its avant-garde revival in the early twentieth. Artists such as Picasso
raised  this  traditional  genre  to  a  new  level  and  made  it  relevant  again.  This
retrospective  gives  the  first  ever  overview of  the four-hundred  year  evolution  of
Spain’s  most  beautiful  still  life  paintings.  The eye-catcher  is  a  piece  by Sanchez
Cotán,  who is considered the “founding father” of the genre and who influenced
several successive generations. The exhibition then shifts its attention to the personal
interpretations of artists such as Velázquez, Zurbarán and Goya, before going on to
the  formal  experiments  of Picasso, Dalí and Miró and  works  by  contemporary
Spanish artists such as Barceló and López.

A  good  70%  of  the  works  on  show  come  from private  and  public  Spanish
collections. Many are on loan from the Prado.



When Flowers Wake

When flowers wake each morning

they don’t have to make their beds.

And lettuce leaves aren’t told to comb

The hair upon their heads.

You never tell asparagus

it shouldn’t play with spears.

You’d never ask a stalk of corn

to wash behind its ears

A mushroom doesn’t have to

clean its room, and you’ll agree

A tree won’t have to study hard

to learn geometry.

I guess it should be obvious

from listening to my rant.

I’m tired of being a person,

I would rather be a plant

(Kenn Nesbitt)



SuDokus

May puzzles April solutions



May Quiz

1 Which  1912  song  says  “goodbye,  Piccadilly”  and  “farewell,  Leicester
Square!”?
2 Kirkwhelpington,  Shilbottle,  Haltwhistle and Guyzance are places in which
county?
3 Which  Swedish  actress  is  the  first  person  mentioned  in  the  Madonna
song Vogue?
4 Made from ewe’s milk, which French blue cheese is aged in the Combalou
caves?
5 The 1978-90 TV comedy-drama All Creatures Great and Small was based on
the novels of which writer?
6 Announced in 2017, HomePod is a smart speaker developed by which US tech
company?
7 Which  American  actor  (1807-67)  is  the  subject  of  the  play Red Velvet  by
Lolita Chakrabarti?
8 Philip Roth’s novel The Plot Against America imagines the election of which
aviator as US president?
9 Which Sin  City star  co-founded  the  household  products  firm  The  Honest
Company?
10 A Tapatio is a native of which Mexican city, the capital of Jalisco state?
11 Based in Gwangju, the Kia Tigers have won the Korean Series 11 times in
which sport?
12 Which  English  crime  novelist  (1890-1976)  created  Parker  Pyne  and  Mr
Harley Quin?
13 Which term,  used for  first  peoples  in  Australia  and Canada,  comes from
“from the beginning” in Latin?
14 Red Angus, Charolais, gelbvieh and dexter are breeds of which farm animal?
15 Which  American  poet  wrote Stopping  by  Woods  on  a  Snowy
Evening and The Road Not Taken?

April Answers
1. Dom Perignon. 2. Lake Superior 3. The Moon 4. A farrier. 5. A Mackintosh.6. A sword. 
7.  String.8. Dictionary.9. Uranus. 10. Louis Pasteur. 11. Red, yellow and blue.12. An 
unfinished object. 13.. Rudolf Nureyev. 14. The Mona Lisa. 15.  To be played softly.



May Crossword

Across
1. Theft (7); 5. Ambit (5); 8. Relating to a city (5); 9. Closest (7); 10. Foster (7);
11. Public square (5); 12. Floor covering (6); 14. Soldiers (6);
18. Percussion instruments (5): 20. Burrowing rodent (7); 22. View (7); 23. 
Stroll (5);
24. Choose (5): 25. Pull out (7)
Down
1. Curt (7); 2. Watercourse (5); 3. Leave out (7); 4. Distant but visible (6); 5. 
Acute (5);
6. Aromatic herb (7); 7. Additional (5); 13. Habitual method (7): 15. Oddment 
(7);
16. Excess (7); 17. Opportunity (6); 18. Stingless male bee (5); 19. Change 
position (5);
21. Shinbone (5)

April solution



Useful Information
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium
  Committee for 2017/2018:

Chairman
Mary Ann Marinus
Frankrijklei 94/b14
2000 Antwerpen
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only)
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com

Hon. Treasurer
Margaret du Maine
Miksebeekstraat 104
2930 Brasschaat
tel: 03 651 32 24
mdumaine@scarlet.be

Secretary
Nadine Hechtermans
Lispersteenweg 219
2500 Lier
tel: 03 480 34 77
nadine.hechtermans@telenet.
be

Committee Member
Jill Barnard
Baggenstraat 14
2140 Borgerhout
tel: 0474 432191
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com

Committee Member
Stephanie Hughes
Maarschalk Gerardstraat 21,
bus 1
2000 Antwerpen
tel: 0484661331
stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.be

Committee Member
Mabel Baker
Bakkerstraat 45
2140 Borgherhout
tel: 03 271 09 71
mabel1baker@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Madeleine Richardson
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3
2610 Wilrijk
tel: 03 230 49 47
madeleine.richardson@telenet.b
e

Benevolent Matters
Dora Jolly
Hollandstraat 38
2060 Antwerpen
tel: 03 232 71 15
aljolly@busmail.net

Anglican Church
St Boniface Church
Grétrystraat 39
2018 Antwerpen
tel: 03 239 33 39
chaplain@boniface.be

Webmaster:
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
ABCA Website:
www.abca-antwerp.be

e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in 
contemporary British society and accordingly directs 
members wanting to contact other faith groups to the 
“Gids Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith 
Antwerp guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen.
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115.

ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048.
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent work are welcome.

Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, anecdotes, 
stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 20th of the month for 
inclusion in the next edition.
Advertising rates:
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10!
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:
ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed

by third parties.

http://www.antwerpen.be/
mailto:ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
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