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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

10 June World Art Nouveau Day 

17th June ABCA: Brunch at the Red Star Line 

June Antwerp Academy  Fashion Show 

24th June Lambertmontmartre (12 – 5pm) 

  

 
Advance Notice: 
 

July-August Alden Biesen : Bilzen Mysteries 

21st July ABCA: BBQ & Summer Party 

26th August ABCA: Annual Mussels Lunch 

30th September ABCA: Visit to Museum De Reede 

October ABCA : Antwerp Challenge Quiz 

 
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 
 

 
Printed by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 
2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 

Dear Members, 
 
As there will be no newsletter in July note the date of the Summer party and BBQ, but  
more importantly, let us know you’re coming.   
 
For those of you away on holiday over the next few months -  have a wonderful time. 
 
And to those of you ill, at home or in hospital, do get well soon.    If there’s anything we 
can do to help, let us know. 

 
Best wishes, 
 
 

Mary Ann Marinus 

Chairman 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Thought for the month 
 

"You can't have everything... where would you put it?"  
~ Steven Wright ~ 
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Membership matters 
 

 

The Blue Book 
In July, as most of you know, there will be no Newsletter (your editors will be enjoying  
a summer rest)  BUT:  the updated edition of the Blue Book is next on the agenda for 
completion. Please let Margaret know if any of your details in the present Blue Book are 
incorrect or need amending in some way. You should receive the new Blue Book 
towards the end of July, so we need to hear from you by the middle of July at the latest. 
See the last page of this Newsletter for contact details. 

 
 
 

Get Well Soon 
 

 

 

ABCA Member, Leslie Cornwell, has been ill. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

 

R.I.P. 

Our condolences go to long-standing member Pat Arn on the passing of her husband 
Fernand. 
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Minutes of the AGM 
held on Wednesday 25th April 2018 at the Highlander 

 
Register of Members Attending: 
A register of members attending was taken and placed in the Association’s records. 
Apologies were received from several of the members including our Treasurer who had 
to go to Scotland on family business.  
 
Minutes of the 2017 AGM 
A motion to accept was proposed by Bill Burgum and seconded by Rob Boyle. 
 
Chairman's report : 
Venue : the Chairman started her report by thanking George and Elaine for their 
hospitality over the past year.  They make us feel most welcome.  We’re wishing Elaine a 
speedy recovery from her knee surgery.  
Newsletter:  The Chairman wished to place on record thanks to Madeleine for the 
interesting and entertaining stories in the newsletter, Margaret for her invaluable help and 
assistance with the joint editing of the newsletter, Ton for proof reading and all for kindly 
agreeing to continue with these tasks.  
Committee : the Chairman thanked the Committee members for their contributions and 
guidance throughout the past year.  The Committee members up for re-election are Mary 
Ann, Nadine and Stephanie.     
 
Events diary : 
The Chairman’s overview of the past year’s outings :  
“We started last May with the Spring concert in the Roma, in June we visited the Fort 
Liefkenshoek in Kallo, a very interesting Sunday afternoon,  then our Summer party & 
BBQ in July.  The annual Mussels lunch at the end of August was well attended.  In 
September we visited the exhibition in the Middelheim park with a most experienced 
guide.   Then there was the Antwerp Challenge Quiz in October and in November we 
went back for “all-you-can-eat-ribs” at Amadeus on the Suikerrui, followed in December 
by our traditional Christmas lunch and later in the month our Christmas drinks and mince 
pies at the open evening.    
In January we had our traditional new year champagne brunch at d’Aa Toert followed by 
the new year drinks at the end of the month at the Highlander. In February there was the 
Valentine Cheese and Wine party and in March the very interesting tour of the Havenhuis 
again with a very knowledgeable guide.   This brings me to the Easter lunch earlier this 
month,  
We’re opening the new season with a visit to the DIVA museum at the end of May, 
followed by brunch amidst the permanent exhibition of the Red Star Line, which we can 
freely visit for the occasion – more on this in the June newsletter. 
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Membership 
In the last 12 months ABCA acquired some new members.   Sadly 2 of our members 
passed away.  Equally, some members choose not to renew their membership due to 
moving away or time constraints. 
 
Benevolent report  
Our charitable donations this year will go to the same recipients as last year seeing as the 
membership is quite happy with these.  They are : Kamiano (Antwerp soup kitchen), 
Moeders voor Moeders and the BCF (British Charitable Fund).      A vote on the amount 
to be donated was taken last year and I’m assuming we are happy to donate the same 
amount again this year?  Thus €750 will be paid to each in the next weeks.   
The recipients of last year’s donations sent a thank you which is appreciated.  
From the Chairman : “I’d like to thank all our welfare visitors for keeping in touch with 
our older members and those in hospital.  The Committee is indeed fortunate to be able 
to count on a number of  home and hospital visitors who give so freely of their time.  
Visiting the sick, lonely and elderly is an essential task within our organisation.   I’m sure 
it comes as no surprise that in the last 12 months weekly visits were undertaken by our 
band of volunteers.   Once again I cannot stress enough that should you hear of anyone 
in hospital or in need of a visit to let us know.  Committee members’ details are on the 
back page of the newsletter. “ 
 
I would also like to thank the chauffeurs who provide transport especially to and from the 
Christmas and Easter lunches. 
 
Christmas hampers were taken to members too ill to attend the Christmas lunch.” 
 
Financial report : Treasurer. 
Scrutineers : Miss de Roover kindly agreed to take this on for the next financial year.  
With thanks. 
 
Any Other Business :  
 

1. Last year Steve Cook asked if we could look into having ABCA  badges made – this 
was voted acceptable and we decided that both the Committee and Steve would 
scout around for quotes.    Mary Ann had a quote from De Greef  and for 100 
badges the cost is €441.65 – this was voted on and the outcome is that ABCA will 
pay and sell the badges at €2 with proceeds being donated to the Poppy Appeal of 
the British Legion. 

2. And last but not least the Data Protection Policy came into force at the end of May 
- a shortened version is attached – anyone who wishes more information do come 
and see me after the meeting.  

 
The AGM closed at  9.30 pm. 
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Data Protection Policy  

 
 

 
ABCA Data Protection Policy – came into force 25th May 2018 
 
The Antwerp British Community Association (ABCA) is a non-profit voluntary 
organisation, but endeavours to comply with the principles of the Data Protection Act 
(DPA) 1998, and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) of May 2018. 
 
Personal data collected by us on the Membership Forms and Event Booking Forms, will 
only be used for: administration of membership, communication of information and 
organisation of events specifically within and related to the ABCA. 
 
Your personal data will not be shared with any Third Party. 
 
If, at any time, you want to update or amend your personal data, you can do so by writing 
to the Membership Secretary. 
 
Both paper and electronic records will be shredded/deleted when you leave ABCA. 
 
By providing personal data on our Membership Forms and Event Booking Forms, you 
consent to this, our Data Protection Policy, and our stated use of your personal data. 
 
Your privacy is important to us and we want to communicate with you in a way which has 
your consent and in line with EU law on date protection. As a result of a change in EU 
law we now need your consent as to how we contact you. 
 
If we do not hear from you to the contrary by 8th June we will assume that you are granting 
consent to the following purposes: 
 

- ABCA keeping you informed in the manner you are familiar with 

- receiving the ABCA newsletter in its present form 

- receiving the blue book in its present form 
 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ABCA Event : 17th June 
 
 

 
 
For the June outing ABCA is organising a Sunday brunch with bubbles in the Red  
Star Line Museum from 11am to 2pm which includes a visit to the permanent exhibition   
 
Menu: 

- Assortment of pastries, pistolets, baguettes, farmhouse bread and croissants. 

- Unlimited fruit juices, coffee and tea ! 

- Various toppings (préparé, chicken, curry, cheese,..) 

- Jam and chocolate spread 

- Plain and fruit yoghurts 

- Fresh fruit 

- Fried eggs (self-service) 

- Toast with smoked salmon, onion and parsley and tomato/mozarella 

- Glass of cava 
 
Price: 24€ pp/10€ per child up to the age of 12 
 To reserve, make a bank transfer to ABCA account number: BE11 220-0324380-48, 
stating “Brunch” and the number of people you are booking for by Tuesday 12th June. 
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Advance Notice  21st July BBQ ! 
 

 

 
Annual BBQ - 4pm - Friday, July 21st 
 
As usual the barbie will take place on July 21 at the traditional and very pleasant Sea Scouts’ 
venue on the Linkeroever.  It’s easy to get to by trams from the Groenplaats and buses 
(all stop at Frederik van Edenplein) then a short walk (upriver – left with your back to the 
river) along the Beatrijslaan. The Sea-scouts are located just on from the VVW. There’s 
ample car parking space. 
 
The party starts at 4pm and ends at 9pm. 
Any volunteers to help out with cutting up vegetables/mixing salads/seating arrangements 
are most welcome. Fingers crossed that the good weather we’ve enjoyed for the past few 
BBQs holds out this year. 
 
There’s a well-stocked bar at very democratic prices. As usual, we will be having a tombola 
at the end of the afternoon, the proceeds of which go towards our benevolent work – so 
if you have anything suitable you could donate as a prize please let us know; and do come 
prepared to buy tickets! 
 
Those of you who have been members for a long time know that the barbecue is free for 
ABCA members, but we ask for a € 5 booking fee which will be refunded when you arrive.  
Non-ABCA members pay € 14pp (€ 5.00 for children aged 12 and under). 
To reserve, make a bank transfer (€5 or €14 per person) to ABCA account number: 
BE11-220-0324380-48, stating “BBQ” and the number of people you are reserving for, 
or contact our Treasurer, Margaret du Maine, on tel/fax: 03/651 32 24, by Wednesday 

16th July (or send an e-mail to mdumaine@scarlet.be). 
  

mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
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Advance Notice : August 
 
Save the Date: The last Sunday of August (26th) can only mean one thing: our annual 
mussels lunch; as usual there will be an alternative for those who don’t care for mussels. 
More details to follow with August’s newsletter. 
 
 
 

Journey’s End 

 

 
 
 “Theatre at its most powerful … perfect complement to a visit to the 
Battlefields.” Alison Rose, British Ambassador to Belgium 
 “It was real, like being in the trenches.”Benoit Motrie, President of Last Post 
Association, Ypres 
“Spellbound from minute #1 to the heart-breaking and heart-stopping 
finale.”  Chris Spriet, Author and Historian 
The above are just a sample of the exceptional reviews for the Mesh Theatre’s production 
of  Journey’s end.   The MESH Theatre has been invited back to Ypres for the month 
leading up to Armistice Day 2018 and would like to extend a personal invitation to the 
Antwerp British Community Association to join them at this historically significant and 
immersive production.  
Dates: 10 October - 12 November 2018 
Venue: At: Kruitmagazijn (Powder Magazine), Ypres, Belgium 
Times: 7pm daily & 3pm Mon / Tues / Sat 
Private bookings by arrangement: www.meshtheatre.com/tickets 
(quote Antwerp British Community) 

  

http://www.meshtheatre.com/tickets
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Mysteries at Alden Biesen 

 

 
 
Throughout July you can re-live the rich history of the Grand Commandery of Alden 
Biesen during a captivating nocturnal sound and light walk full of surprises. (Tours are in 
English, Dutch and French) 
. 
The story of Alden Biesen starts in the Middle East or more precisely, in the Promised 
Land – in Acre, Palestine – in 1190 when  a civilian hospital brotherhood, the Teutonic 
Order, was set up on the initiative of merchants from Bremen and Lübeck. Using ship’s 
sails, they erected a tent hospital to treat the ill and injured knights taking part in the Third 
Crusade. Later, to protect Christianity, the order constructed a defensive wall of ‘Grand 
Commanderies’ across Europe. Each Commandery controlled another series of 
commanderies. In our region, the Teutonic Order chose Alden Biesen, which itself 
controlled 12 other commanderies stretching from Diest to Cologne. The Grand 
Commandery then grew, like many abbeys at the time, into a symbol of power and 
splendour. From the late Middle Ages onwards, the order buried its battle axes and limited 
itself to defending Christendom, until the French Revolution and the Enlightenment 
brought an end to its authority in 1794. After two World Wars the Grand Commandery 
became too expensive to maintain and, after it burnt down in 1971, the government 
acquired the site and restored the complex.  
 
In the summer months you can set your imagination on fire with the Bilzen Mysteries. 
From the Brethren Knights on crusade, to dancing nymphs in the romantic Temple of 
Minerva, to a devastating fire ... Immerse yourself in the enchanting scenery of Alden 
Biesen and its fascinating story based on true events.  The spectacle lasts 1hr 20 mins. 
Dates: throughout July and August upto and including September 2. 
Tickets from website: https://bilzenmysteries.be/?lang=en 
 
Alden Biesen is situated in Bilzen, in the eastern part of Flanders. You’ll find it in in close 
proximity to cities such as Hasselt, Tongeren, Liège, Maastricht (NL) and Aachen (DE). 
  

https://bilzenmysteries.be/?lang=en
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Happy Holidays 

 

 
 

• Summer is like a lengthy holiday that you never want to come back from. 

• The rainy days a man saves for all seem to arrive during his vacation. 
 

 
 

• A holiday frequently means that the family goes away for a rest, accompanied by 
mother, who sees that the others get it. 

• A holiday should be just long enough that your boss misses you but not long 
enough for him to discover how well he can get along without you. 

 

 
 

• The alternative to taking a holiday is to stay at home and tip every third person you 
see. 

• A real friend is someone who takes a winter holiday on a sun-drenched beach and 
doesn’t send you a card. 
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SuDokus 
 
June puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 
 

May solutions 
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June Quiz 

 
 

For all you film buffs out there……. 
 
1. Who was Andy Dufresne in the 1994 movie, The Shawshank Redemption? 

2. Who was Roger 'Verbal' Kint in the 1995 movie, The Usual Suspects? 

3. Which of these actors starred in the 1959 movie, North by Northwest? 

4. Who directed the 2002 movie, Road to Perdition? 

5. In which year was the movie Apocalypse Now first released? 

6. Which of these actors starred in the 1959 movie, Some Like it Hot? 

7. Who was Rusty Ryan in the 2004 movie, Ocean's Twelve? 

8. Who directed the 1941 classic, The Maltese Falcon? 

9. Who was Lisa Carol Freemont in the 1954 movie, Rear Window? 

10. Who directed the 1994 movie, Pulp Fiction? 

11. Who starred in the 2003 movie, The Life of David Gale? 

12. Who directed the 2002 movie, Confessions of a Dangerous Mind? 

13. Who was Guillermo Ugarte in the 1942 classic, Casablanca? 

14. Who directed the 2002 movie, The Pianist? 

15. Who was Sid Hudgens in the 1997 movie, LA Confidential? 

 
May Answers 
 
1 It’s a Long Way to Tipperary; 2 Northumberland; 3 Greta Garbo; 4 Roquefort; 
5 James Herriot; 6 Apple; 7 Ira Aldridge; 8 Charles Lindbergh; 9 Jessica Alba; 
10 Guadalajara; 11 Baseball; 12 Agatha Christie: 13 Aboriginal 14 Cattle; 15 Robert Frost 
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June Crossword 
 

 
 
Across 

1. Oily or greasy (9); 5. Bet (5); 7. Young eel (5); 9. Land measure (4); 10. Sultry (6); 
12. Dairy product (6); 13. Hex (4); 15. Crowd scene actor (5); 16. Hidden drawback (5); 
18. Accumulated (9) 
 
Down 
1. Cutting tool (3); 2. Remedy (4); 3. Wildcat (6); 4. Contradiction in terms (7); 
6. Article of clothing (7); 8. Findings of a jury (7); 9. Of times long past (7);  
11. Attack (6); 14. Dull pain (4); 17. Concealed (3) 
 
 
May solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for 2018/2019: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Nadine Hechtermans 
Lispersteenweg 219 
2500 Lsummer festivals in 
ier 
tel: 03 480 34 77 
nadine.hechtermans@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Stephanie Hughes 
Maarschalk Gerardstraat 21, 
bus 1 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0484661331 
stephanie.hughes@ua.ac.be 

Committee Member 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.be 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 
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