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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

7-8 June Fashion Masters 2019 : expo 

22nd June ABCA : guided tour  Boekenberg Park  museum 

23rd June Flea Market on Dageraadplaats 

26th June ABCA : Change of date – AGM & open evening 

  

  

 
Advance Notice: 
 

21st July ABCA : annual BBQ - Linkeroever 

  

August Jazz Middelheim 

15th August Rubens market on the Grote Markt 

25th August ABCA : mussels lunch at the Highlander 

  

  
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 

Printed by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
Our outing this month is a visit with a guide to the grotto’s in Boekenberg Park,  an 
occasion to enjoy a different atmosphere.    Also note that the AGM will take place at 
the Highlander followed by the Open Evening on Wednesday 26th.  Do try to come. 
 
As there will be no newsletter in July note the date of the Summer party and BBQ, but  
more importantly, let us know you’re coming.   
 
For those of you away on holiday over the next few months -  have a wonderful time. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the month 
 

Good friends don’t let you do stupid things………alone 
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Membership Matters 
 
 

Your Association needs you! 
 

There will be a vacancy on the committee as from the AGM.    If you, or anyone you 
know (with their permission), would be interested in joining us, please let us know 
(names and addresses on the back of the newsletter). We usually only meet about four 
times a year to discuss coming events and consider any other matters which arise, so it is 
not very time-consuming.   
 
 

Annual donations to Charities 
 
We welcome your suggestions for suitable charities in the Antwerp region.  Drop a line 
to anyone on the Committee. 
 
 

Change of date for the AGM 
 
 

As the Highlander was closed for holidays at the end of April, the AGM this year 
will be held on Wednesday June 26th instead. If you are likely to be on holiday 
yourself at this time, please send in your votes early. 
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Annual General Meeting 

of the 
 

ANTWERP BRITISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
VZW 

 
This year’s AGM will take place on June 26, 2019 at the Highlander on the Stadswaag. 
The AGM starts at 8.30 pm, but the evening will begin at our usual Open Evening time 
of 7.30 pm.  
 
Remember: unless your membership for the current year is fully paid, you cannot 
vote at the AGM, stand for Committee or nominate anyone else to stand; and 
following the AGM, your membership will cease. For your information, Committee 
members are elected for a term of two years, after which they have to be re-elected. The 
following Committee members are willing to stand for election having served a two-year 
term: 
Margaret du Maine  
Jill Barnard 
Mabel Baker 

 

 The following has served one year of a two-year term on the Committee and therefore 
can remain on the Committee without having to be re-elected:   

Mary Ann Marinus  

 
During the year the committee co-opted Suzanne Van Eersel and she therefore also 
stands for election by the AGM. 
 
Each member of ABCA eligible to vote (that is to say, a fully paid-up member whose 
membership payment for the present year has been made before 31st March 2019) is 
able to nominate up to six persons for election to the Committee, in addition to those 
already serving or standing (see above).  
 
You must have received the agreement of each person that you nominate to accept 
nomination, and these people must also be full or honorary members of ABCA.  
 
Should the number of nominations exceed the number of places available on the 
Committee, then a ballot will be necessary. In order for this ballot to take place, the 
form or forms below must be returned to the Chairman by 20th June. 
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Boekenberg Park Museum 
Saturday 22nd June 

 
 

 
 

The artificial grotto complex of Boekenberg park is the largest of its kind in Western 
Europe. The complex was built on the initiative of Jan Willem Smets at the beginning of 
the 19th century with rocks transported from Wallonia. Originally the grotto was built for 
the enjoyment of the guests of the owner of the castle. Later two of the halls were used 
as ice cellars. In 1961 the Speleological Society of Deurne was given use of the complex 
and it then proceeded to create the Natural History museum which opened on 1 
September 1963. Today the grottos are run by the Work Group of the Natural History 
Museum Boekenberg.  
The grotto is only accessible via a fairly steep flight of steps. 

 
The Natural History Museum of Boekenberg also contains an elaborate collection of 
fossils of plants and animals dating from the Precambrium era up to the 
Quaternary. The museum exhibition includes an important collection of fossils from the 
Antwerp region, including mammoths, woolly rhinos, whales, sharks rays and dolphins.  
 
Date: Saturday, June 22, 2pm    
Price : €10 per person – payment confirms attendance –   Bank account as usual : 
ABCA N° BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
 
We meet at the museum entrance at 2pm! 
Go into the park at Menegemlaan 1, the museum is along the drive and to the left 
(according to the website!) 
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Advance Notice : 21st July  

 

 
 

Annual BBQ - 4pm - Sunday, July 21st 
 
Time for the guys to put on their chefs’ hats and start cooking. As usual the barbie will 
take place on July 21 at the traditional Sea Scouts’ venue on the Linkeroever.  It’s easy to 
get to by trams from the Groenplaats and buses (all stop at Frederik van Edenplein) 
then a short walk (upriver – left with your back to the river) along the Beatrijslaan. The 
Sea-scouts are located just on from the VVW. There’s ample parking space available. 
 
The party starts at 4pm and ends at 9pm. 
Any volunteers to help out with cutting up vegetables/mixing salads/seating 
arrangements are most welcome. Fingers crossed that the good weather we’ve enjoyed 
for the past few BBQs holds out this year.  
 
As usual there’s a well-stocked bar at very reasonable prices. We will be holding the 
tombola at the end of the afternoon, the proceeds of which go towards our benevolent 
work – so if you have anything suitable you could donate as a prize please let us know; 
and do come prepared to buy tickets! 
 
Those of you who have been members for a long time know that the barbecue is free 
for ABCA members, but we ask for a € 5 booking fee which will be refunded when you 
arrive. Non-ABCA members should pay € 14pp (€ 5.00 for children aged 12 and under). 
To reserve, make a bank transfer (€ 5 or € 14 per person) to ABCA account number: 
220-0324380-48, stating “BBQ” and the number of people you are reserving for, or 
contact our Treasurer, Margaret du Maine, on tel/fax: 03/651 32 24, by Wednesday 16th  

July (or send an e-mail to mdumaine@scarlet.be). 
  

mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
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Summer in the Park 

 
 

Rivierenhof – The fairytale house  

If you go deep into the woods of "Rivierenhof" park you will come across a fairytale 
house. Take your children to listen to world famous fairy tales told by-story tellers and 
often actors. Immerse them (and yourself) in the magic of “Once upon a Time”. The 
stories are told in Dutch and usually on Sunday afternoons. However only 25 people are 
allowed into the house at any one time so booking is necessary. The fairytale house was 
once a servants’ house for the nearby "Rivierenhof" castle. There is also an open air 
theater, a rose garden, a pond and a children's farm located in the park. 
 
Entrance fee for the Fairytale House: Euros 5 - booking necessary. 
 
Rose festival – Sunday, June 9 from 11h00 to 18h00 

On Sunday, June 9; adults can enjoy the annual Rose Festival. During the festival you 

can stroll under de impressive beech trees and catch the scent of the roses, buy a 

bouquet, ask experts for their advice on how best to cultivate them yourself and enjoy 

live music and snacks/drinks while you take in the beauty of this Queen of Flowers. 

 

Information: Telephone: 03 360 52 18. 
rivierenhof@provincieantwerpen.be 
 

 

  

mailto:rivierenhof@provincieantwerpen.be
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-C71yzvy4FKc/VqBtw27hcnI/AAAAAAABIHc/F68E4BTNEhA/s1600/Sprookjeshuis+Deurne.jpg
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Summer Hunt 

 

 
 
 
The magical adventure 

 

The long school holidays are fast approaching and many will be looking at options to 
entertain children at a loose end.  
 
Help is at hand: Kalmthout Aboretum is organizing a magical tour through its famous 
grounds during the months of July and August.  
 
This summer strange things are happening in the Arboretum gardens. An enchantment 
has fallen over it! Elves, and gnomes will lure you to the bonsai wood; fairytale figures 
will be waiting for you to play a game and strange birds will be hiding in the trees.  
 
Do you want to know what message the magic mirror has in store for you? Join the 
summer hunt, an enchanted adventure for young and old detectives. 

 

Do you want to re-read about your adventures when you get home? Read the comic 

“The Enchanted Adventure” from Team Lou, thought out and drawn up by Sylvia 

Tops. If you look very carefully you will see a host of creatures and places from the 

hunt. The comic will be available in the gift and bookshop of Kalmhout Arboretum 

from the summer. 

 

info@arboretumkalmthout.be 

T +32 (0)3 666 67 41 

  

mailto:info@arboretumkalmthout.be
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De Kanaal 

 
 
Axel Vervoordt has earned renown as a collector, antiquarian, interior designer and, 
most recently, curator. He counts among his clientele royalty, rock stars, financiers, tech 
tycoons and artists. Vervoordt set about restoring houses in the Vlaeykensgang, and 
decided to make his home and showroom there. As the business prospered, he 
transformed many of the surrounding buildings into workshops and warehouses. 
 
During the early Seventies, Vervoordt began making buying trips to Thailand, Cambodia 
and Japan. The stillness of the Buddhist art and the serene architectural spaces of the 
temples resonated deeply within him. He found he had a strong affinity for the Zen 
notion that true beauty is imperfect, incomplete and impermanent — in other words, as 
evanescent as life. This view is reflected in his love of poor, “ugly” objects, like a 
shepherd’s rough-hewn table or a raku tea bowl. His real breakthrough came in 1982, 
when he made his debut at the Biennale des Antiquaires, in Paris. Given a huge space at 
the Grand Palais, he conceived a display resembling a cabinet of curiosities in a 
decorated room.  Vervoordt then turned his attention to cosmic art from all periods and 
places, but especially contemporary works. Wishing to put his growing collection on 
view and once again needing more space for his business, in 1997 he purchased the 
Kanaal. Left largely untouched, with peeling paint in some places and bare concrete 
walls, its massive architectural spaces provide dramatic settings for Vervoordt’s displays.  
 
Special projects: The Axel Vervoordt Gallery Hong Kong opened with an exhibition 
of the African artist El Anatsui entitled Theory of Se. It consisted of three specially-
commissioned works, Affirmation, Intimation and Revelation Image, which all 
contemplate the role the hand plays in forecasting the fate, destiny and fortune of 
individuals. 
 
With many thanks to ABCA’s resident artist, Shirley Smith Fletcher, for  pointing 
out “De Kanaal”, another jewel in Antwerp’s artistic crown. 
 
De Kanaal 
Stokerijstraat 19, 2110 Wijnegem 
  

http://www.axel-vervoordt.com/
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Oudenaarde 
 

 

 

Looking for an interesting day out not too far from home? Why not try the lovely city of 
Oudenaarde in East Flanders? From the 15th to the 18th century, but especially in the 
16th century, Oudenaarde was a world renowned centre of tapestry production. The 
town's name, meaning “old field”, still lingers on in “outnal”, an obsolete English term 
for a kind of brown linen thread. From the 11th century, Oudenaarde’s economy 
flourished, thanks to the proximity of the Scheldt and to the burgeoning, but vibrant 
cloth and tapestry industries. Throughout the Middle Ages, the city was one of the 
staunchest supporters of the counts of Flanders, defending them against insurrections 
from the South, and even from Ghent. The city became known as the residence of the 
nobles. It built itself a flagship town hall (built 1526–1537), which we can still admire 
today, together with the St-Walburga church.  

The Town Hall, a late flowering of secular Brabantine Gothic architecture, was built by 
architect Hendrik van Pede in 1526–1537 to replace the medieval Schepenhuis (Aldermen's 
House).. Another older structure, the 14th-century Cloth Hall, was retained and now 
forms a sort of extension at the back of the Town Hall proper. Atop the 
central belfry tower of six stories with three terraces, a stone crown supports a gilded 
brass figure of Hanske de Krijger (Hans the Warrior), the mythical guardian of the city. 
The crown on the tower and the double-headed eagles over the attic windows pay 
homage to a famous visitor to Oudenaarde; the Emperor Charles V stayed here for a 
couple of months in 1522 and fathered an illegitimate daughter, Margaret of Parma, who 
was to become Regent of the Netherlands. 

The flamboyant Gothic-style building and its Belfry were designated a World Heritage 

Site by UNESCO in 1999. The city hall houses a unique collection of 

Oudenaarde tapestries. 

And after all that sightseeing you can relax in a café with a glass of the famous local 
Liefmans Oud Bruin beer. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Flanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapestry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_of_Flanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oudenaarde_Town_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brabantine_Gothic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_tower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double-headed_eagle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_V,_Holy_Roman_Emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_of_Parma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belfries_of_Belgium_and_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapestries
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School’s Out 

 

 

 

Holidays are such fun 

So much to do for everyone 

A cliff to climb a sea to surf 

A game of football on the turf 

 

Some stay at home, some go away 

It doesn’t matter where you stray 

Your time’s your own, no jobs to do 

Perhaps a visit to the zoo 

 

The children ride upon their bikes 

While others choose to take a hike 

In countryside so fresh and green 

Perhaps a paddle in the stream 

 

Sometimes the sun sometimes the rain 

The main thing is that you stay sane 

And treasure all the hours together 

Having fun whatever the weather.  
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SuDokus 
 
 
June puzzles 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
May solutions 
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June Quiz 
 

 

 
1. ‘Bright Eyes’ by Art Garfunkel was used in the soundtrack to which 1978 animated 
film? 
2. Which UK airport has the IATA code GLA? 
3. In which country was the renowned cricketer Brian Lara born? 
4. Which metal has the chemical symbol Pb? 
5. What does the surname ‘Singh’ mean when translated into English? 
6. Lemurs are native to which island? 
7. Which sport is featured in the 2003 film ‘Seabiscuit’? 
8. Who was the shortest-serving UK Prime Minister of the 20th century? 
9. Which is the only letter in Scrabble to have a value of five points? 
10. After which Dutch explorer was the island state of Tasmania named? 
11. Tobermory is the capital of which Scottish island? 
12. Which London Underground line has the most stations? 
13. Which English author created the priest-detective ‘Father Brown’? 
14. How much is the purchase price of Old Kent Road in the London version of 
Monopoly? 
15. Who is the alter-ego of Sir Percy Blakeney? 
 
 
May Answers 

 

1. Vatican City. 2. Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White. 3. Frida Kahlo. 4. 17. 5. Vincent Vega; 

6. Live and Let Die (1973); 7. Apple; 8. Turkey; 9. 19th century (1839); 10. Gallery, largely and 

regally; 11. Alan Davies; 12. Richard I/Richard the Lionheart; 13. Horse racing (trainers); 

14.Whatsapp; 15. Hilda (Margaret Hilda Thatcher) 
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June Crossword 
 

 

 
Across 
1. Peril (8); 5. Rim (4); 9. Similar (5); 10. Extinct elephant (7); 11. Aromatic  
seasoning (7); 12. Wild feline (5); 13. Gaped (6); 15. Winner (6); 19. Go in (5); 
21. Farmer's calendar (7), 23. Italian red wine (7); 24. Inexperienced (5); 
25. Luxuriant (4); 26. Fierce (8) 
 
Down 
1. Envious (7); 2. Mediterranean fruit tree (5); 3. Norm (7); 4. Type of plum (6); 
6. Shortage of rainfall (7); 7. Used as an anesthetic (5); 8. Leave out (4); 14. Achieves (7); 
16. Vast (7); 17. Wealthiest (7); 18. Of the sea (6); 19. Surpass (5); 20. Rip (4); 
22. Dissonance (5) 
 

May solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for  2018/2019: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Nadine Hechtermans 
Lispersteenweg 219 
2500 Lier 
tel: 03 480 34 77 
nadine.hechtermans@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
Suzanne van Eersel 
Dambruggestraat 85 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel :03 233 42 51 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 

mailto:maryann.marinus@hotmail.com
mailto:mdumaine@scarlet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:nadine.hechtermans@telenet.be
mailto:jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com
mailto:mabel1baker@gmail.com
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:madeleine.richardson@telenet.be
mailto:aljolly@busmail.net
mailto:chaplain@boniface.be
mailto:brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.abca-antwerp.be/
mailto:ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com
http://www.antwerpen.be/

