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Dates for your diary
ABCA events in BOLD type

2022
June
12th
18th
29th
until 30th
July
9-10 th
21st
22-25th
August
12-15th
1-30th
28th
31st
ABCA

Jubilee Afternoon Tea at the Highlander
ABCA : visit to the renovated museum ‘tSteen
ABCA Open Evening at the Highlander
Antwerp Expo : Space, the Human Quest
Summer festival Linkerwoofer on Left Bank
ABCA Platinum Jubilee themed BBQ
no open evening !
Tall Ships Races, on the Schelde
Jazz Middelheim, Park Den Brandt
Zomer van Antwerpen
ABCA annual Mussels lunch
ABCA open evening at the Highlander
Antwerp British Community Association:
For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 03 226 91 80

Printedby:

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen
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From our Chairman
Dear Members,
The AGM was just a few days ago and your committee remains the same, you will
be happy to learn.

Remember there is no open evening in July and as per tradition there is also
no newsletter in July, please do note the date of our Jubilee themed BBQ, but
more importantly, let us know you’re coming.
For those of you away on holiday over the next few months - have a wonderful time.

Mary Ann Marinus
Chairman

Thought for the month
“There is nothing better than a friend, unless it’s a friend
with chocolate.”- Audrey Hepburn
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Membership Matters
R.I.P

We were saddened to hear that long-standing Member, Raymond De Backer, passed
away recently. To his family and friends we extend our deepest sympathy.

Get Well Soon
Don Margretts is recovering from an operation for a shattered hip. We wish him a
speedy recovery. He has moved to the care home in the Pieter van Hobokenstraat.
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Short notes on AGM held 25th May
Chairman's report :
Centenary celebrations : the 100th year celebrations in the beautiful settings of the Felix Pakhuis
was attended not only by 75 of our members but also by our Patron, HM Ambassador as well as the
Alderman for Culture, the Mayor unfortunately was delayed in the USA. We have commemorative
pens available still for anyone who did not manage to attend and would like one. A good time with
lots of drinks and lovely food was had by all.
Venue : the Chairman thanked George and Elaine for all the years of continued support and for
making us welcome at the Highlander on every occasion.
Newsletter: The Chairman wishes to place on record thanks to Madeleine for the interesting and
entertaining stories in the newsletter, Margaret for her invaluable help and assistance with the joint
editing of the newsletter, Ton for proof reading and all for kindly agreeing to continue with these
tasks.
Committee : Mabel is standing down as secretary for personal reasons and we thank her for her
service and cheer over the years. Committee member Peter has come forward to step into her
shoes. Thank you Peter! The only Committee member up for re-election is the Chairman and now
that Peter has moved up from committee member to secretary means we have a vacancy for a
committee member once again …..
Events diary :
As Covid restrictions eased we started our year with the Spring lunch in June followed by our ever
popular BBQ in July and Mussels lunch at the end of August. In September there was the Gupta
exhibition at the MUHKA, then our Centenary reception at the Stadhuis Felix pakhuis.
Unfortunately, with the Covid restrictions up and down week by week, we had to cancel the
Challenge Quiz in November but our Christmas lunch in December was well attended. This was
followed by mince pies and mulled wine at the Highlander at Christmas. The New Year as always
starts with the fabulous brunch at the Bourla and for Valentine a large group of us visited the
Railway museum in Brussels – a great day out it was! In March we went to the ICHI Asian Fusian
restaurant and the Easter lunch was once again at our old favourite the Basiliek hotel. Last week
we re-visited the Stampe Deurne Airport museum – very interesting it was. Next month sees us
visiting the newly refurbished Steen museum “the Antwerp Story” dipping into the history of
Antwerp.
Benevolent report:
With regards to our welfare visits and visitors, firstly a thank you to all those volunteers involved in
visiting and helping some of our elderly members in care homes or at home, whether it is just a
friendly chat or more in-depth matters. You know who you are, a sincere thank you from all of us
on the Committee. Since last year when restrictions eased we have been busy not just sending
cards and phoning, but picked up where we left off 2 years ago and generally offering some
practical help if needed and wanted.
The full transcript of the AGM is available on request.
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Jubilee Tea at The Highlander

To celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II there will be a
Jubilee Tea on the afternoon of June 12th .
• Scones with strawberry jam and cream
• Selection of sandwiches
• Selection of cakes
All home made by Elaine.
Tea and Coffee will be served on the terrace (weather permitting)
Price Euros 25 per person. Book direct with The Highlander, George and Elaine.
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‘tSteen : “The Antwerp Experience”

Het Steen forms part of Antwerp's oldest ramparts, with the first stones dating back to
the 11th century. It is the last visible remnant of the walled fortress that defined the city
for centuries. The building changed shape several times throughout its eventful history.
The Steen we see today is the result of centuries of building and rebuilding. Following the
most recent renovation, Het Steen shines as a bustling tourist hotspot. Check out the
timeline and discover its fascinating history. The architects based their design on Het
Steen’s actual building history. The 1950s extension was replaced by a new building that
holds a stronger connection to the existing landmark and its prominent position. The new
entity is part of the Kaaienwandeling (walk along the quays), with a new public tower and
roof terrace with a view of the Scheldt.
Ready for the Future: The works were completed in the autumn of 2021. Thanks to the
castle's new pontoon, sea and river cruises are now able to dock right in the heart of the
city. Upon disembarking, passengers arrive at the new cruise terminal of Het Steen.
There is also room for “The Antwerp Story”, a discovery trail of the history of Antwerp,
a look at the past and hidden museum treasures, Flemish masters and a journey through
the port as well as an accessible panoramic roof terrace. ‘tSteen is ready for the future.
ABCA is organising a visit to the ‘t Steen Museum on 18th June
Cost is €10, payment in bank account by 12th June and let MaryAnn know you are
coming. We meet at the entrance to the castle at 13.50hrs on Saturday 18th.
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Fly me to the Moon

Or just visit the stunning exhibition in the Antwerp Expo centre: Space, the
Human Quest.
SPACE – The Human Quest is a unique exhibition for all ages that takes you into
the adventurous world of space travel. From the first human in space to future missions
to Mars, experience the space travel of the past, the present and the future. During the
exhibition you will see dozens of fascinating replicas of, among others, ESA (European
Space Agency), NASA (United States) and Roscosmos (Russia). In addition, numerous
historical documents and anecdotes will give you a unique insight into the lives of
astronauts. You will experience the moon landing up close, look inside the cockpit of
Space Shuttle Atlantis and link your own spacecraft to the International Space Station.
SPA©E – The Human Quest is a project of Jürgen Ingels and Startups.be I Scale-Ups.eu
with the support of the Flemish government and the city of Antwerp. Together with ESA,
VITO, VRT, BELSPO, VRI, Eos and many other partners, SPA©E – The Human Quest
also sheds light on the importance of space travel in terms of climate and innovation, as
well as the role that Belgian companies play in this.
Venue: Antwerp Expo, https://www.xpospace.be/
Until: June 30, 2022
You can come back down to earth at one of the catering points in Antwerp Expo.
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Tall Ships Race

The City of Antwerp and Port of Antwerp will be welcoming The Tall Ships Races
in July. The world's most imposing ships will be open to visitors by Antwerp's
quays and docks from 22 July onwards. On 25 July, the ships will set off on their
race to Aalborg in Denmark.
Antwerp will be a starting port in the Tall Ships Races from Friday 22 to Monday 25 July
2022. It will be the seventh time that Antwerp has played host to these grand ships. The
second, longer leg of the race will start in Antwerp and set a course to Aalborg in
Denmark. The world's grandest and largest sailing ships will be taking part in the Tall
Ships Races.
An exciting programme
Get ready for four days of wonder, spectacle and celebration. Discover stunning classic
sailing ships while the crews are on hand to immerse you in the maritime experience.
Enjoy fringe entertainment events, a drink and a bite to eat. Plus, you can dance the
night away, every night, with performances from a range of musical artists.
Follow the Tall Ships Races on Facebook and Instagram to stay up to date with the
latest news
Contact https://tallships.antwerpen.be/
Opening days 22/7/2022 - 25/7/2022
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Jubilee BBQ at the SeaScouts,
Linkeroever

To celebrate the phenomenal 70- year Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth
II, the annual BBQ on July 21st will have a Jubilee theme.
The guys can once again don their (Union Jack) chef’s hat and amaze us all with their skills
tossing burgers.
Last year the BBQ was an outstanding success with a great attendance and perfect weather.
This year it will be held once again at the very pleasant Sea Scouts’ venue on the
Linkeroever. It’s easy to get to by tram from the Groenplaats and buses (all stop at
Frederik van Edenplein) then a short walk (upriver – left with your back to the river) along
the Beatrijslaan. The Sea-scouts are located just on from the VVW. There’s ample car
parking space. The party starts at 4pm and ends at 9pm. Any volunteers to help out with
cutting up vegetables/mixing salads/seating arrangements are most welcome. Fingers
crossed that the good weather we’ve usually enjoyed holds out this year.
There’s a well-stocked bar at very democratic prices. As usual, we will be having a tombola
at the end of the afternoon, the proceeds of which go towards our benevolent work – so
if you have anything suitable you could donate as a prize please let us know; and do come
prepared to buy tickets! Those of you who have been members for a long time know that
the barbecue is free for ABCA members, but we ask for a € 5 booking fee which will be
refunded when you arrive. Non-ABCA members should pay € 14pp (€5.00 for children
aged 12 and under). To reserve, make a bank transfer (€ 5 or € 14 per person) to ABCA
account number: 220-0324380-48, stating “BBQ” and the number of people you are
reserving for, or contact our Treasurer, Margaret du Maine, on tel: 03/651 32 24, by 15th
August.
Get ready to wave the Union Flag.
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A Jubilee Cocktail

A strawberry cocktail to toast Her Majesty’s Jubilee:
Ingredients:
One strawberry
crème fraîche
20 ml of tea-infused London dry gin
40 ml Dubonnet Rouge or Martini Rosso vermouth
150 ml champagne
Method:
• Chill a champagne coupe or large cocktail glass.
• Slice the top off a strawberry, and cut a notch into the base so that it will perch on
the edge of the glass. Top it with crème fraîche and set it on the glass.
• Combine the gin and Dubonnet or vermouth in an ice-filled mixing glass. Stir for
20 seconds.
• Strain the mixture into the chilled glass. Top with champagne.
• To add a touch of the quintessentially British drink, infuse the gin with tea. While
this might sound complicated, it is actually simpler than making a cuppa as it does
not require a kettle. Place half a bottle of gin into a pitcher. Add a teabag or a
spoonful of loose tea. You can use Twinings' Earl Grey, Lady Grey or Darjeeling.
Let the tea infuse into the gin for about 10 minutes, then remove the teabag or
strain the gin off the leaves.
• Topped with champagne and garnished with a nibble symbolic of British summer
at its best – strawberries and cream – this twist on a traditional aperitif takes a
festive air, a jubilee air, perfect for raising in toast:
"The Queen! Long may she reign."
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Hello Summer

Hello pools and bathing suits
And late nights counting stars.
Hello to the fireflies,
Filling up our jars.
Hello to the ice-cream man,
Passing out his treats.
Hello to my friends on bikes,
Passing through the streets.
Hello to the ocean waves,
Crashing into shore.
Hello to the muddy feet,
Dancing on the floor.
Hello to those summer nights,
That are always nice and long.
Hello to the beating sun,
Sometimes a bit too strong.
Hello to the summer,
I just can’t wait to start.
To make more memories
That will always fill my heart!
Lynn Bleau
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Sudokus
June puzzles

May solutions
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June Quiz

1. What is the capital city of Australia?
2. Which US state was Donald Trump born in?
3. If you completed the Three Peaks challenge, which three UK mountains would
you have climbed?
4. Which UK city is situated further west – Bristol or Edinburgh?
5. How many countries are there in the region of Europe? (Recognised by the
United Nations)
6. What is the capital of Finland?
7. What is the currency of Vietnam?
8. What language is spoken in Brazil?
9. What do the French call the English Channel?
10. How many permanent members are there on the UN security council?
11. Gordon Sumner is the real name of what famous British musician?
12. How many keys are there on a piano?
13. Glossectomy is the removal of all of or part of which body part?
14. What was the first single to be released by the band Oasis?
15. Geoff Hurst famously scored a hat trick in England's 4-2 win over West Germany
in the 1966 World Cup final. Who scored the other goal for England?
May Answers
1 Sepal; 2. Crocus; 3.Tulips 4. Bird of Paradise; 5. Bluebell flower; 6 Around 400 to 500
species 7. Orchid; 8. Stamens; 9. Oak trees; 10. Water Lilies; 11. They help attract insects
for the process of pollination; 12. Tropical Areas; 13. More than 80%; 14Rafflesia;
15.Oleander
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June Crossword

Across
1. Moment (7);4. Graphic (5);7. Steps (5); 9. Love story (7); 10. Gives up (6);
11. Topics (6); 15. Nutritionist (9); 17. Nearly (6); 19. Movie genre (6)
22. Transport system (7); 24. Dye (5); 25. At a subsequent time (5) ; 26. Recite (7)
Down
1. State indirectly (5); 2. Accomplish (7); 3. Limited period of time (4); 4. Vitality (3);
5. Animal toxin (5); 6. Chest of drawers (7); 8. Sorrow (7); 12. Monstrous (7); 13. Fuel (3);
14. Angry dispute (7); 16. Paradise (7); 18. Slightly wet (5); 20. Scope (5); 21. Song of
praise (4); 23. Armed conflict (3
May Crossword
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Useful Information
Patron: Mr Martin Shearman CVO, HM Ambassador to Belgium
Committee for 2021/2022:
Chairman
Hon. Treasurer
Mary Ann Marinus
Margaret du Maine
Frankrijklei 94/b14
Miksebeekstraat 104
2000 Antwerpen
2930 Brasschaat
tel: 0486 646 941 (pmonly)
tel: 03 651 32 24
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com margaret.dumaine@gmail.com

Secretary
Peter Best

Vinkenstraat 29

2018 Antwerpen
Tel:
bestvandendungen@gmail.com

Committee Member
Jill Barnard
Baggenstraat 14
2140 Borgerhout
tel: 0474 432191
jillbarnard2000@yahoo..com

Committee Member
Suzanne van Eersel
Dambruggestraat 85
2000 Antwerpen
tel : 0475 435 242
steveandsuzy@skynet.be

Newsletter Editor
Madeleine Richardson
PrinsBoudewijnlaan 84/3
2610 Wilrijk
tel: 03 288 61 08
madeleine.richardson@telenet.be

Committee Member

Benevolent Matters
Dora Jolly
Hollandstraat 38
2060 Antwerpen
tel: 03 232 71 15
aljolly@busmail.net

Anglican Church
St Boniface Church
Grétrystraat 39
2018 Antwerpen
tel: 03 239 33 39
chaplain@boniface.be

vacant

Webmaster:
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com
ABCA Website:
www.abca-antwerp.be
e-mail address:
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.co

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary British
society and accordingly directs members wanting to contact other
faith groups to the “Gids
LevensbeschouwingenAntwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp guide,
published by the Stad Antwerpen.
Information on www.antwerpen.be -tel 03 338 3115.

ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048.
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent
work are welcome.
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like,
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions.
Items must be submitted to the editor by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition.

1/8 page:
½ page:

Advertising rates:
€ 6.50 per issue/ ¼ page:
€ 16.50 per issue 1 page:

€ 11 per issue
€ 30 per issue

12 months advertising, pay for only 10! Contact the Newsletter Editor
ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by third
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