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Dates for your diary 
 

 

ABCA events in BOLD type 

 

August Jazz Middelheim 

3rd August Museum night in Antwerp with afterparty at AMUZ 

4th August Brocantmarkt (antique market) Grote Markt 

11th August Lillo Book village 

16-18 Aug Bollekesfeest, Groenplaats & Steenplein 

15th August Rubens market on the Grote Markt 

25th August ABCA : mussels lunch at the Highlander 

25th Aug Lambertmontmartre 

 
Advance Notice: 
 

July-Sept Het Vleeshuis : “behind the scenes” guided visits 

28th Sept ABCA : guided visit to the Hofkamer  

29th Sept Lambertmontmartre 

  

July – October Fotomuseum Waalsekaai : Expo Moon ! 

October ABCA : Antwerp Challenge quiz 

  
ABCA Antwerp British Community Association: 
 For payments, call Margaret du Maine on 03 651 32 24 
 For membership matters, call Nadine Hechtermans on 03 480 34 77 (evenings) 
Open Evenings: The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerpen (03 226 91 80) 

 

ABIW Antwerp British & International Women: http://www.abiw.org/. 
MtS Missions to Seafarers: contact  Rev. Brian Millson on 03 605 41 88 
RBL Royal British Legion, info Bob Chambers on 0474 282843 
St.Boniface St Boniface Anglican Church: contact Fr Wagstaff SSC on 03 239 33 39 
BATS British American Theatrical Society: contact Jill Franks 

Printed by: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lange Vlierstraat 35, 2000 Antwerpen 

http://www.abiw.org/
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From our Chairman 
 

 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 
Our Patron, Alison Rose, British Ambassador to Belgium recently left post to return to 
the UK.  We wish her well for the future and thank her for her continued interest in 
ABCA.   Her successor, Mr Martin Shearman has now taken up post and I’m sure he 
will enjoy his tour in Belgium and of course visit Antwerp in the not too distant future.   
We wish him and his family an enjoyable stay in Belgium.  

 
Our Summer party and annual BBQ on 21st July was a great success not in the least 
thanks to all those volunteers who helped throughout the day.     The food was delicious 
and the company great !   Much appreciated by all. 
 
At the end of August we have our traditional Mussels lunch, by popular request once 
again at the Highlander on the Stadswaag.  Of course there’s an alternative to mussels – 
details on the next page.   
 
An occasion not to be missed for sure! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the month 
 

                     "Enjoy all you have while pursuing all you want."  
                                                                                                 Jim Rohn 
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Membership Matters 
 
Change of Address as of August: 
 
Mark COENEN 
Residentie Zonneweelde 
Brouwersstraat 1/1 2q 
8660 De Panne 
Tel 058/24 07 17 
 
 

R.I.P 
 

 
 
Long-standing member Beryl Rhodes died in July. We send our condolences to her 
family and friends 
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ABCA Events  

 
 
Annual Mussels Lunch – Sunday, August 25th  
 
Time to get all the summer holiday gossip at our traditional Mussels lunch, which this year  
will take place at The Highlander, Stadswaag 21, 2000 Antwerp.  
Time: 12h30 for 13h00. 
Menu: Mussels, chips, ½ bottle wine, water, dessert and coffee.  
Alternative: Chicken with mushroom or pepper sauce etc.  
Clearly state your choice of meal and numbers you are booking for when making your 
payment. Receipt of payment confirms your booking.  Cost is Euros €33 (mussels menu) 
and Euros €28 (chicken menu), cut-off date for payment is 20th August.   Bank transfer 
as usual to bank account number: BE 11 220-0324380-48, stating “Mussels Lunch: x 
Mussels, x Alternative”.  Let Mary Ann know you’re coming, as well as transferring the 
amount. 
 

Advance Notice:  
guided tour 28th September, 2pm 
The Wolsack – hidden pearl in the heart of Antwerp 
ABCA will be organising a visit to the Hofkamer in Den Wolsack. This monumental 
building is the home of the heritage organisation, Herita. Den Wolsack took its name from 
the 14th century wool trade which made Antwerp the richest city in Europe at the time. 
Today  Den Wolsack’s exterior is 18th century.In the garden of Den Wolsack is the 
Hofkamer, a beautiful location dating back to 1772. From 2013 to 2017 a massive and 
overdue restoration took place; now during the months of June through September it’s 
once again possible to visit this fabulous building and admire the Flemish Masters in situ,: 
as well as viewing the superb ceiling painting “The gods on Mount Olympus”. 
 
In 2019 the clock of Antwerp Cathedral will undergo a restoration so you won’t hear it 
for a while. However, you’re in luck. The Hofkamer clock was made in the same atelier, 
so if you miss the sounds of the Cathedral clock you can console yourselves by listening 
to this smaller, but no less splendid, recorder of time. 
 
Venue: Oude Beurs 27, 2000 Antwerp – we meet at 2pm  
Receipt of payment confirms your booking.  Cost is €10 pp. Transfer as usual to bank 
account number: BE 11 220-0324380-48, and let Mary Ann know you’re coming. 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

of the 
ANTWERP BRITISH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

VZW 
 
A register of members attending was taken and placed in the Association’s records. 
Apologies were received from several of the members.  
Chairman's report : 
Venue : the Chairman started her report by thanking George and Elaine for their 
hospitality over the past year.  They make us feel most welcome.   
Newsletter:  The Chairman wished to place on record thanks to Madeleine for the 
interesting and entertaining stories in the newsletter, Margaret for her invaluable help 
and assistance with the joint editing of the newsletter, Ton for proof reading and all for 
kindly agreeing to continue with these tasks.  
Committee : the Chairman thanked the Committee members for their contributions and 
guidance throughout the past year.  The Committee members up for re-election are 
Mabel, Jill and Margaret, Nadine has stepped down and we thank her for her efforts 
over the last years. 
Earlier this year we co-opted Susanne on the Committee and the Membership has now 
confirmed this. Our Committee needs a Secretary and Mabel has kindly come forward to 
fulfil this position – thank you Mabel ! 
Events diary : 
The Chairman’s overview of the past year’s outings :  
“Our very varied outings started last May with a guided tour of DIVA, House of 
Diamonds, newly opened on the Suikerrui, then in June we had brunch at the Red Star 
Line museum, rather surreal having a meal in the middle of this museum, then in July 
our traditional Summer party & BBQ followed by the Mussels lunch at the end of 
August.  Then in September we were treated to a guided tour of the Museum de Reede.  
And of course in October there’s the Antwerp Challenge Quiz. December is of course 
our traditional Christmas lunch and later in the month our Christmas drinks and mince 
pies at the open evening.    
We changed venue for our January brunch and went to the Bourla  followed by the new 
year drinks at the end of the month here at the Highlander. In February we held a bingo 
and cake afternoon and in March some of us went on a very interesting tour of the Art 
at the University (Kunst op de Campus) again with a very knowledgeable guide, a truly 
amazing outing.   Then in April we had the classic Easter lunch and we started the 2019 
season with a guided tour of the Cartoon Walls and street art. Our guide picked us up on 
the Brouwersvliet and we walked all the way down past the Oever.  Then last week our 
June outing was the underground museum in the Boekenberg Park – to be 
recommended it is open to the public on Sundays – a challenge to find the entrance but 
once you’re there it is well worth the visit ! 
Now we’re looking forward to the BBQ in July and the Mussels lunch at the end of 
August.”  
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Membership 
In the last 12 months ABCA acquired some new members but sadly 3 of our members 
passed away.   
 
Benevolent report  
Our charitable donations this year will go to the same recipients as last year seeing as the 
membership is quite happy with these.  They are : Kamiano (Antwerp soup 
kitchen)/St.Egidius, Moeders voor Moeders and the BCF (British Charitable Fund).      
A vote on the amount to be donated was taken last year and assuming we are still happy 
to donate the same amount again this year, i.e. €750 will be paid to each in the next 
weeks.  Additionally there was a request for a charitable donation to an Antwerp charity, 
the “Berrefonds” – a charity set up by midwife Christine who experienced first-hand the 
lack of guidance and assistance for families on the loss of their baby.  Their aim is to 
support grieving parents and families in this distressing time and the charity also donates 
small remembrance boxes to hospitals and provides care where needed.  This support 
group organises talks and get-togethers for grieving parents, siblings as well as 

grandparents – a unanimous vote was recorded to donate €250. 
The recipients of last year’s donations sent a thank you which is appreciated.  
From the Chairman : “I’d like to thank all our welfare visitors for keeping in touch with 
our older members and those in hospital.  The Committee is indeed fortunate to be able 
to count on a number of  home and hospital visitors who give so freely of their time.  
Visiting the sick, lonely and elderly is an essential task within our organisation.   I’m sure 
it comes as no surprise that in the last 12 months more or less weekly visits were 
undertaken by our band of volunteers.   Once again I cannot stress enough that should 
you hear of anyone in hospital or in need of a visit to let us know.  Committee members’ 
details are on the back page of the newsletter so do get in touch.   I would also like to 
thank the chauffeurs who provide transport especially to and from the Christmas and 
Easter lunches”. 
Christmas hampers were taken to members too ill to attend the Christmas lunch.” 
 
Financial report : Tha accounts, certified by the scrutineer, were presented by the 
treasurer and approved. 
 
Scrutineers : Hilde de Roover kindly agreed to take this on for the next financial year.  
With thanks. 
 
Any Other Business :  
 

1. The last of our ABCA pins are on sale.   The cost is €2 and as per last year  
proceeds will be donated to the Poppy Appeal of the British Legion. 

2. We will need to purchase a new BBQ in the next year. 
Thank you for your time.    The AGM closed at 21.30hrs 
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Lambermontmartre 
 

 

 
As a world port, artistic crossroads, historic pearl and actively multicultural city, for years 
Antwerp has hosted one of the biggest open air art markets in Europe. 
Lambermontmartre and District Antwerpen welcomes you to an event with enormous 
ambiance, fantastic artists, new talent waiting to be discovered and a great musical 
background as accompaniment – all this in a beautiful and exceptional Antwerp location. 
The artists among you will be offered a unique platform to expose your artistic talents in 
a large exhibition centre in “Het Zuid”. In addition, every Lambermontmartre Sunday is 
livened up by music inspired by French Musette, SWING, Chanson etc. 
 
On offer are exhibition spaces, an appreciative public, an artist’s studio for children, a 
sketch table for young and professional artists, a meeting place and information stand. 
And not forgetting the food and drink, there is a French sandwich bar, fresh soup, oysters 
with bubbles, and delicious cake with your coffee, all for the price of Euros 15 for an 
exhibition spot. Young or old, amateur or professional, illustrator, painter, photographer, 
collector or sketch artist? Everyone is welcome to this meeting place. There are no 
divisions between high and low art; the organisers believe in creating chances and 
stimulating talent by giving artists the possibility of exhibiting their works and attracting 
an enthusiastic public. 
 
When: Sunday, August 25 and Sunday, September 29 
Venue: Outside the Museum of Fine Arts (by the Fountain of Christina Iglesias and 

between the sculptures of Rodin). 
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A Walk at Sunset 

 

 

 

A Summer Sunset 
 
Few things are more beautiful than a tranquil walk on a balmy summer’s evening. In 

nature sunset and twilight also bring out the night animals. Take a stroll, together with a 

qualified nature guide, on the trail of rabbits and mice.  

 

Later in the evening bats and night butterflies will cross your path and you will undergo 

that mysterious twighlight experience during those hours between “dog and wolf”…. 

 

Meeting point: Rivierenhof castle. 

 

Registration obligatory (from 29 July 2019) 

via https://www.eventbrite.be/e/rivierenhof-schemerwandeling-tickets-

52254051274?aff=ebdssbdestsearch 

 

T:  03 360 52 18 

 

  

https://www.eventbrite.be/e/rivierenhof-schemerwandeling-tickets-52254051274?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.be/e/rivierenhof-schemerwandeling-tickets-52254051274?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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Vineyards in Belgium 

-  

What did the Romans ever do for us? Well they gave us wine for starters. Vine-growing 
came to Belgium via Gaul where the Romans had imported vine-growing from the 1st 
century AD. Following the fall of the Western Roman Empire (in 476), the Frankish 
dynasty – with Clovis and Charlemagne – stimulated vine-growing in the Meuse valley.The 
first vines were planted in Amay in the 7th century, then in Huy and later in Vivegnis, to 
the north of Liège, on well-exposed slopes alongside the Meuse River. Wine was also 
produced in the Ourthe, Amblève and Geer valleys. Liège, Brussels, Bruges, Dinant, 
Namur, Tournai followed.In the 14th century, each town possessed its own vineyards with 
the first wine-makers being bishops and monks. They produced “pure and healthy” wines, 
i.e. not polluted by water from wells that caused cholera and other diseases. At the time, 
the existence of microbes and the mechanisms of wine-making that transform grape juice 
into alcohol remained unknown. Wine was used to celebrate mass and to try to cure illness. 
Kings, princes and lords often possessed vineyards far from their native territories, such 
as the Dukes of Burgundy in Brussels, Leuven, Aarschot, Namur and Mons. As for the 
King of France, he possessed vineyards in Tournai. 
 
From the 15th century, the conditions of the “little ice age” made vine-growing more 
difficult. At the time, beer production techniques were improving and this beverage could 
be conserved better. Since it was less costly and healthier, beer superseded wine and by 
the 19th century, vines had virtually disappeared from Belgium. However you can’t keep a 
nice little wine down and in 1962, two Belgian wine enthusiasts, unbeknownst to each 
other, decided to plant their first vines, one in Huy and the other at Borgloon. The first 
planted pinot noir (Burgundy) vines, whilst the second preferred German grape varieties 
(Rivaner). Today, approximately twenty professional producers are currently active, 
without forgetting the amateur enthusiasts who are breathing new life into the region’s 
vineyards. Cheers….. 
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The Great Gatsby in Knokke 

 
“Across the courtesy bay the white palaces of fashionable East Egg glittered along the 
water, and the history of the summer really begins on the evening I drove over there to 
have dinner with the Tom Buchanans…….”  Thus does F. Scott Fitzgerald introduce his 
readers to the luxury of the summer palaces of East Egg in one of the greatest romantic 
novels ever written. 
 
From July 10 through August 18, The Great Gatsby comes to Knokke in an immersive 
theatrical experience that will take you back in time to the world of Jay Gatsby with its 
dancing, cocktails and seduction. Welcome to a trip to the jazz-filled world of the Roaring 
Twenties with its bootlegged liquor (gin & tonic), its intimate meetings, gambling, secret 
rendezvous and stolen kisses. 160 guests per evening can immerse themselves in this era 
each in their own way.  
Let the actors will take you to secret places, such as illegal gambling dens. You will become 
part of the production – but - you are asked to dress up in Twenties style. The original 
Great Gatsby Immersive Experience was created in a secret house in central London and 
was attended by more than 50,000 people. 
 
There will be twenty Dutch-speaking and ten French-speaking performances, each with 
ten actors and a support team. The production will be in a secret location to fire the 
imagination. 
 
Performances in Dutch: July 10 - 4 August 4, from Wednesday to Sunday (excluding July 
26). 
Performances in French: August 6 to 18, from Wednesday to Sunday. 
Doors open at 19h00 and the show starts at 20h00 promptly 
 
“Get immersed in jazz-age hedonism”. The Guardian 
 
As Jay Gatsby would say: “See you there Old Sport…….” 
 
Details from the Knokke-Heist Tourist office Tel: 050 630380 
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Summer’s Splendour 

 

Summer’s splendour by the sea,  

a gentle, blue serenity 

Caressing rays of golden sun,  

blushing, bronzing all who come 

Enticed by its romantic lure,  

lovers stroll the sandy shore 

Hushing rhythm of the waves,  

and salty, misty ocean sprays 

Seabirds echo call of cries,  

pierce the deep blue azure skies 

A glistening, shiny sun-soaked day,  

young and old all at play 

Building castles by the sea,  

jumping waves and spirits free 

No place on earth is as perfect to be,  

as summer’s splendour by the sea. 

(Patricia L. Cisc) 
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SuDokus 
 
August puzzles 

 
 

 
 

 

June solutions 
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August Quiz 
 

 

 
1. Sam Worthington plays Jake Scully in which 2009 3D film by James Cameron? 

2. Which of the traditional planets of the solar system is closest to the sun? 

3. Which avant-garde British artist born in 1965 became known for his work 

preserving dead animals in formaldehyde? He won the Turner Prize in 1995. 

4. Which sport did James Gibb invent in 1890? 

5. Which team won the title in seven of the first nine seasons of Premier League 

football beginning in 1992? 

6. According to Jewish folklore, what was the name of Adam’s first wife? 

7. Bedford-Fillbasket, Predora and Welland are all types of which vegetable? 

8. Which Bradford-born artist became known for his work depicting Californian 

swimming pools? 

9. Alpha, Dominant and Nevada are all types of which vegetable? 

10. What mode of transport did Christopher Cockerell invent in 1955? 

11. In which sport is the Duckworth-Lewis-Stern System used to determine which 

team wins, should the game be affected by rain? 

12. Siddhartha Gautama founded which religion in the sixth century? 

13. How did Anna die in the novel Anna Karenina? 

14. What is the capital city of Colombia? 

15. Which Italian golfer won the 2018 Open Championship at Carnoustie? 
 
June Answers 
 
1. Vatican City. 2. Charlotte’s Web – E.B. White. 3. Frida Kahlo. 4. 17. 5. Vincent Vega; 

6. Live and Let Die (1973); 7. Apple; 8. Turkey; 9. 19th century (1839); 10. Gallery, largely and 

regally; 11. Alan Davies; 12. Richard I/Richard the Lionheart; 13. Horse racing (trainers); 

14.Whatsapp; 15. Hilda (Margaret Hilda Thatcher) 
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August Crossword 
 

 
 

Across 
1. Tempest (5); 4. Perplexes (7), 8. Fall back (7); 9. Portion (5); 10. Boasts (5);  
11. Compared (7); 12. Pact (6); 14. Pique (6); 17. Certify (7); 19. Meeting place (5); 
21. Mountain range (5); 22. Flair (7); 23. Passed by (7); 24. Begin (5) 
 
Down 
1. Bush (5); 2. Indignation (7); 3. Encounters (5); 4. Improved (6); 5. Crevice (7);  
6. Jumped (5); 7. Thin (7); 12. Kind of syrup (7); 13. Despots (7); 15. Cure-all (7); 
16. Assisted (6); 18. Play (5); 19. Planet (5): 20. Happening (5) 

 
June solution 
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Useful Information 
  Patron: HM Ambassador to Belgium  
  Committee for  2019/2020: 

Chairman 
Mary Ann Marinus 
Frankrijklei 94/b14 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel: 0486 646 941 (pm only) 
maryann.marinus@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer 
Margaret du Maine 
Miksebeekstraat 104 
2930 Brasschaat 
tel: 03 651 32 24 
mdumaine@scarlet.be 

Secretary 
Mabel Baker 
Bakkerstraat 45 
2140 Borgherhout 
tel: 03 271 09 71 
mabel1baker@gmail.com 

 

Committee Member 
Jill Barnard 
Baggenstraat 14 
2140 Borgerhout 
tel: 0474 432191 
jillbarnard2000@yahoo.com 

Committee Member 
Suzanne van Eersel 
Dambruggestraat 85 
2000 Antwerpen 
tel :03 233 42 51 
steveandsuzy@skynet.be 

Newsletter Editor 
Madeleine Richardson 
Prins Boudewijnlaan 84/3 
2610 Wilrijk 
tel: 03 230 49 47 
madeleine.richardson@telenet.
be 

Committee Member 
vacant 

Benevolent Matters 
Dora Jolly 
Hollandstraat 38 
2060 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 232 71 15 
aljolly@busmail.net 

Anglican Church 
St Boniface Church 
Grétrystraat 39 
2018 Antwerpen 
tel: 03 239 33 39 
chaplain@boniface.be 

Webmaster: 
brian.paul.edwards@gmail.com 

ABCA Website: 
www.abca-antwerp.be 
e-mail address: 
ABCA_Antwerp@yahoo.com 

ABCA recognizes the diversity of belief in contemporary 
British society and accordingly directs members wanting 
to contact other faith groups to the “Gids 
Levensbeschouwingen Antwerpen”/Multifaith Antwerp 
guide, published by the Stad Antwerpen. 
Information on www.antwerpen.be - tel 03 338 3115. 

 
ABCA Bank Account number is BE11 2200 3243 8048. 
Annual subscription: Single: € 20, Double: € 34. Donations towards our benevolent 
work are welcome. 
 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in the newsletter, such as poems you particularly like, 
anecdotes, stories about Antwerp, hints, suggestions. Items must be submitted to the editor by the 
20th of the month for inclusion in the next edition. 

Advertising rates: 
1/8 page: € 6.50 per issue ¼ page: € 11 per issue 
½ page: € 16.50 per issue 1 page: € 30 per issue 
Take 12 months advertising and pay for only 10! 
Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information or to place an ad:  

ABCA takes no responsibility for the consequences of reacting to advertisements placed by 
third parties. 
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